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Inter-Governmental Conference – Future of Europe

The Intergovernmental Conference (IGC), launched by the Italian EU Presidency on 4 October, has reached a decisive moment in its deliberations. The EU Constitutional Treaty was discussed in its entirety for the first time by foreign ministers, with a view to preparing a final compromise ahead of the Heads of State and Government meeting on 12-13 December. On 25 November, the Italian Presidency circulated a draft compromise deal on the EU Constitution on the basis of the IGC discussions up until that point. The document includes a number of proposed amendments to the Convention's draft on institutional matters, on the Common Foreign and Security Policy, mutual defence and judicial co-operation. It also makes reference to a new amendment on Europe's Christian inheritance. The document by the Italian Presidency appears to support the Convention's draft on the highly politicised issues of qualified majority voting and the composition of the Commission (by failing to propose amendments). The EU's new Constitution aims to bring the EU closer to its citizens, by addressing the EU's 'democratic deficit', integrating the treaties into one constitutional text and simplifying the EU's political instruments. 

London, 25 November 2003 – With the Italian EU Presidency preparing its compromise package ahead of the IGC's ministerial conclave on 28-29 November, the UK government has stepped up its rhetoric about a possible veto of the new EU Constitution if it were to eliminate the unanimity requirement for areas such as taxation, social security and judicial co-operation. British press sources have widely quoted a UK government source as saying that a Constitution for the EU is "highly desirable" but "not essential". On 24 November, following George Bush's visit to the UK, Tony Blair hosted a meeting with Jacques Chirac, in which the two leaders sought to narrow their differences on EU defence. However, the meeting failed to resolve differences in opinion between the two countries on a number of issues, including the transfer of sovereignty to the people of Iraq and a Franco-German proposal for an EU planning capability independent of NATO. The two leaders will meet again in mid-December with their other EU counterparts to finalise the EU's Constitutional Treaty. The Treaty also proposes greater cooperation in defence. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
Brussels, 26 November 2003 – The European Commission welcomes many parts of yesterday's proposal. The Presidency's efforts to keep the balanced outcome of the Convention, for instance on economic governance or on the budgetary powers of the European Parliament, are crucial for a successful IGC. Other positive elements include more majority voting in the Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP), and the introduction of flexibility for the future revision of the policy provisions of the Constitution. Progress is made to clarify EU responsibilities in the fields of public health, and research and development. 

Other amendments, however, upset the balanced result of the Convention. The double-hatted construction of the Minister for Foreign Affairs should not be changed by giving primacy to the CFSP as an umbrella for all external relations of the EU. The Convention had established the right equilibrium between intergovernmental decision-making for CFSP and community mechanisms for other aspects of external relations. This should remain unchanged. The idea to introduce the European Council as an appeal body in the sphere of criminal law changes the compromise on justice and home affairs, which the Convention elaborated in great detail. Also, making an additional and general reference in the context of state aids to certain regional development problems is superfluous and difficult to interpret. 

Finally, the Commission wants to see a limited number of improvements to the Convention's text. Majority voting in fiscal affairs related to the internal market is essential for effective EU action. The Commission had proposed to define in very precise words the scope to which majority voting should apply. It regrets that this idea has not been taken up. [Background paper IP/03/1609]

Naples, 29 November 2003 – According to the BBC news, members and future members of the European Union have "broadly agreed" to enlarge the body's executive arm so all 25 states will have a commissioner. Progress has also been made on efforts to strengthen EU military co-operation. 

But major constitutional disagreements remain on voting systems and the role given to Europe's Christian heritage. EU leaders are now facing a two-week deadline to finalise the constitution of an enlarged European bloc before a summit on 12-13 December. 

The biggest disagreement has been over voting powers in the expanded EU. Germany and France, which together account for one-third of the bloc's population want the voting system to reflect their size. But Spain and Poland fear domination by the bigger countries and have been fighting a fierce battle to hold on to a voting system agreed three years ago at the Nice summit. The two were given 27 votes each in the future executive commission - only two less than the most populous states, including Germany which has a population double their size. 

The draft constitution proposes that decisions should be adopted by a "double majority" system consisting of at least half the number of EU states representing 60% of its population. 

British Foreign Secretary Jack Straw told reporters the voting system drawn up in Nice was legally bound to stay in place until 2009, so he favoured postponing the decision for several years. 

Belgian Foreign Minister Louis Michel said a proposal on defence co-operation by the Britain, France and Germany won general backing at a dinner meeting on Friday. 

"We can say that the embryo of a European defence is under way and that it's an irreversible process," he told reporters after the dinner. The three countries agreed to reinforce the EU's military capabilities, while trying to allay American fears that this might undermine NATO, officials said.

European Commission

Measuring attitudes and values: what Europeans think and feel 

Brussels, 24 November 2003 – A comprehensive new survey to be presented tomorrow at a conference in Brussels sheds light on major social trends in Europe. Involving 22 countries and their national research agencies, the European Social Survey (ESS) is a definitive study on changing attitudes and values in Europe which pulls together EU, international and national resources in a common endeavour. Early findings of the study suggest that, as a group, Europeans do not trust their politicians and institutions, electoral turnout is low, active involvement in public life is limited, and the fabric of society is weak. But the picture is not all bleak: by comparing countries within Europe, we can see that some countries have managed to resist this decline much better than others. Details of the survey and the dataset can be found at:

http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org 

[Background paper IP/03/1588]

Customs: counterfeiters and pirates are increasingly turning to mass-produced goods

Brussels, 24 November 2003 – Figures just published by the European Commission show that customs seized almost 85 million counterfeit or pirated articles at the EU's external border in 2002 and 50 million in the first half of 2003. These seizures confirm a trend observed in previous years: counterfeiters are no longer confining their activities to luxury goods but increasingly turning their attention to consumer goods (including foods, medicines, mobile phones and batteries). Since these counterfeit products are not subject to safety checks, they represent a danger to the health and safety of consumers. The counterfeiters are also quick to adapt their illegal practices to exploit every opportunity: this goes for the means of transport (2002 saw increased use of the post), the type of brand (SMEs are increasingly falling victim to counterfeiters) and the nature of the product (2002 saw a sharp rise in the seizures of mobile phones and a drop in seizures of CDs). 

Further information on these measures can be found on the Europa website: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/taxation_customs/
customs/counterfeit_piracy/index_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/03/1589]

2003 review of the EU economy: On the verge of new patterns of economic growth?

Brussels, 26 November 2003 – Following signs of economic recovery in the recently released Commission economic forecasts, the EU economy 2003 review, published today, reveals evidence that the forces that underpinned strong growth in the USA are also present in the EU. Several EU Member States have outperformed the USA in terms of labour productivity since the mid-1990s. The aggregate EU productivity gap therefore reflects the particularly poor performances of a number of the larger Member States. The 2003 EU Review provides an in-depth analysis on (1) macro-economic developments in the euro area, (2) drivers of productivity growth, (3) education, training and growth, (4) wage flexibility and wage interdependencies in EMU, and (5) international capital flows. For more information see: http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/
publications/the_eu_economy_review_en.htm
[Background paper IP/03/1602]

Commission to guarantee funding for urban info points and rural information centres in 2004

Brussels, 26 November 2003 – The Commission today adopted a decision that will secure next year's grants to two information outlets, the urban Info-Points Europe (IPE) and rural promotion Carrefours. Together, these 266 outlets provide the public throughout the EU with facts and advice on all aspects of the Union's legislation, programmes and funding. Hitherto, the structures which host them have received an annual operating subsidy, in most cases €20 000, supplemented by a contribution (usually larger) from domestic sources. Today's decision extends this funding by a year pending the establishment of a definitive basis for co-operating with the Commission's “second generation” relays and networks from 2005 onwards. This decision is accompanied by specific monitoring and control systems. 

[Background paper IP/03/1603]

Travelling with pets: Pet passports to be introduced in July 2004 

Brussels, 27 November 2003 – The European Commission today adopted a Decision establishing a model passport which will allow pets and their owners to travel more easily within the European Union. New EU legislation comes into force in July 2004 which will mean all cats, dogs and ferrets will need a passport to travel. The pet passport, a veterinary document, will provide proof that the animal has been vaccinated against rabies. This is the sole requirement for pets to travel to all Member States except Ireland, Sweden and the United Kingdom. The passport can also contain details of other vaccinations, including those not required by law, as well as information on the animal's medical history. More information: IP/02/950. If you would like to receive a copy of the passport electronically, please send an e-mail to ilse.gordts@cec.eu.int, indicating the language.

[Background paper IP/03/1617]

Eurostat

European business 2003  A statistical portrait of industrial and service activities in the EU

Luxembourg, 26 November 2003 – The new edition of European business, Facts and figures, published today by Eurostat, the Statistical Office of the European Communities, focuses increasingly on official sources of information, particularly for service sectors as a result of an improvement in the availability of data, with EU aggregates calculated for the first time. Another important development in this edition is the inclusion of Candidate Country data. Time-series for industrial activities are presented for the EU between 1991 and 2001. Individual country data are generally available up until 2000. Services data are usually presented in the form of a snapshot for the latest year available. 

[Background paper STAT/03/136]

The European Court of Justice

A sound sign may, under certain conditions, be registered as a trade mark

Luxembourg, 27 November 2003 – Under a 1988 Community Directive, in order to be registered as a trade mark, a sound sign must be capable of distinguishing the goods or services of one undertaking from those of other undertakings and it must be capable of being represented graphically in a way that is clear, precise, self-contained, easily accessible, intelligible, durable and objective, such as a musical stave containing, in particular, a clef and musical notes. 

[Background paper CJE/03/106]

Enlargement (extracts from the Enlargement Weekly)
Solana on post-enlargement security prospects
"As the EU grows to encompass 25 countries with some 450 million inhabitants producing one quarter of the world's GDP, we have a duty to assume our responsibilities for security - to our own citizens, to our neighbours and, more widely, for global security", said Javier Solana, EU High Representative for the Common Foreign and Security Policy, in Brussels last week.

"We could, in theory, walk away from these responsibilities - but we could not escape the consequences of doing so.  But I am convinced that the same reasons that give us responsibilities - our size and interests, our history and values - also equip us to take responsibilities", he went on.

"The world we live in has been dramatically changed in little more than a decade", said Solana.  "The geo-strategic scene has been transformed.  The process we describe as 'globalisation' has facilitated the easy movement of people, goods and ideas, but also of grievances, criminality and weapons.  The Union has not stood impassive as the world around it changes". He viewed the imminent enlargement of the Union as "a response to the contemporary challenges, reinforcing political stability and economic security on our own continent."

The EU will also have to look beyond its new borders, Solana insisted. "Enlargement will transform the eastern border of the Union, which will be to a great part formed by the Polish border with Belarus and the Ukraine. This is a historic step for the entire European continent and presents a unique opportunity to strengthen co-operation with its neighbours to the east", he said. "Our task is to promote an arc of well-governed states in our neighbourhood with whom we can enjoy close and co-operative relations, creating a circle of good governance on the perimeter of the Mediterranean to the Caucasus", he remarked - adding, in the light of recent events there "Countries such as Georgia are neither remote nor distant."

Training to help acceding states' companies meet the acquis

A training programme to create a pool of experts to assist companies in the ten accession countries with the implementation of the EU acquis was run in Brussels last week by Eurochambres, the Association of European Chambers of Commerce and Industry. It is part of the association's accession programme for eastern Europe, funded under the EU's Phare programme of aid to central and eastern Europe. By the end of the year more than 70 people from central and eastern European chambers and experts in EU law will be trained in Brussels for their role as auditors and advisers for companies in their home countries, says Eurochambres.  According to Arnaldo Abruzzini, its secretary general, the aim is to offer central European companies an external screening by experts on the spot. "As the participants are locally based, the companies will also benefit from their acquis-related knowledge in the long run", he said. The training is designed for sectors ranging from foodstuffs to machines and electrical equipment, and from chemicals and pharmaceuticals to construction and road transport.  It also covers cross-cutting areas such as safety and health at the workplace, intellectual property rights, consumer protection and product liability.  Once they have been trained, the participants will go back to their countries and conduct field visits based on a standard checklist to screen companies on their level of EU compliance. Following this diagnosis, local chambers of commerce and industry will offer services to the enterprises to help them to acquire the knowledge to implement the remaining parts of the acquis.

Fuelling the EU's enlargement

Oil should soon start flowing through a new connection into the enlarged Europe from the Caspian and beyond. The "Odessa-Brody-Plock Oil Transportation Project" was given a boost last week when senior figures from the European Commission, Poland and Ukraine issued a formal statement declaring their support for the plan. The construction of the Odessa-Brody pipeline, which will have a capacity of 14.5 million tonnes a year, started in Ukraine in 1995, and is due to come on-stream early next year. An extension will carry the oil to Plock in Poland, creating a link to refineries there, and permitting oil exports from petroleum terminals in Poland and Germany. And while the extension is being built, a special rail link will carry the fuel in tankers. The pipeline will also supply refineries in Germany, Slovakia and the Czech Republic. The joint statement issued by European Energy Commissioner Loyola de Palacio, Polish deputy prime minister Marek Pol, and Ukrainian deputy prime minister Vitalii Gaiduk recognised "the important step forwards made in the last months". It also urges private companies to join the joint venture that will build the Brody-Plock section. "The Odessa-Brody-Plock Oil Transportation Project is one of the infrastructure projects that could help to improve the security of supply of the EU and Ukraine and speed up the implementation of high-level environmental and technical standards for the transportation of oil," said Loyola de Palacio at the signature ceremony for the declaration. "The European Commission supports firmly this project".
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