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Inter-Governmental Conference – Future of Europe

London, 2 December 2003 – Following a three-month consultation with its members, the Confederation of British Industry (CBI) has issued a warning to its government to make sure that British business interests do not suffer from the adoption of the EU Constitution. CBI's Director-General Digby Jones said: "The draft constitution includes serious threats to British business, hidden in a fog of bureaucratic language that leaves so many questions hanging in the air. It is imperative that the text is unambiguous and absolutely watertight." 

In particular, the CBI has called for the reinforcement of the power of national parliaments to enable them to block Commission proposals. Additionally, British business would like to see the UK vetoes on tax and social policy strengthened (by removing proposals for qualified majority voting on tax fraud and administration). British business fears that the inclusion of the Charter of Fundamental Rights could possibly allow ECJ re-interpretation of UK employment law. 

Brussel, 3 December 2003 – The Italian EU Presidency (Italian Deputy Minister for Foreign Affairs Roberto Antonione) and the Commission (President Romano Prodi) made statements at the European Parliament on 3 December outlining the outcome of the Foreign Ministers' meeting of the IGC on 28-29 November. 

Elmar Brok, representative of the EPP Group in the IGC, underlined that it is essential that a Foreign Minister is both a member of the Commission and the president of the Foreign Affairs Council at the same time. Mr Brok thought the Council voting method should take the 'double majority' approach (representing at least half of the Member States and 60 per cent of the Union's total population) and depart from the 'Nice formula' (of triple majority). Mr Brok underlined the importance of maintaining the Parliament's budgetary powers as proposed by the Constitution. "This Parliament's main powers are in the budgetary field. We cannot vote for a constitution if this is affected." 

Socialist MEP Enrique Barón Crespo said the Convention's proposals for a legislative Council should be retained. The speaker did not feel it was necessary to keep the one Commissioner per Member State approach. The Spanish MEP welcomed the progress made on the EU's Common Foreign and Security Policy. 

Liberal MEP Andrew Duff said he was opposed to so-called "rendez-vous clauses" (delaying decisions until a later time). Mr Duff said that the size of the Commission should not be inflated and the powers of the Parliament should be maintained in accordance with the Convention's proposal. Source: www.euractiv.com
European Commission

Action pledged as poll shows consumers still do not trust cross-border shopping

Brussels, 1 December 2003 – The first Sunday in Advent has passed and the run-up to Christmas implies serious shopping for many consumers. As the average retail price for a product in one EU Member State can be up to 40% above or below the European average, retailers could expect that bargain hunters from all Member States take full advantage of the Internal Market and of the price transparency the Euro brought. Wrong! Cross-border business-to-consumer sales have stagnated in the EU despite large price divergences. A Eurobarometer poll published today shows that consumers are not confident enough to shop cross-border. Only 12% of EU citizens have actually bought any goods or services across borders over the last twelve months. "A competitive European economy needs consumers who are willing to shop across national borders. This poll confirms the need to continue to strengthen the EU's consumer policy." said Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne. For the full text of the Eurobarometer survey see: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/consumers/topics/
facts_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/03/1632]

Commission welcomes Council agreement on overhauling social security legislation

Brussels, 1 December 2003 – The European Commission welcomed the political agreement at today's Employment and Social Affairs Council on a major piece of new legislation co-ordinating social security systems in the EU. The new "user-friendly" Regulation streamlines and updates the existing complex mass of rules in Regulation 1408/71. It makes it easier for workers and their families to move from one Member State to another, whether for professional or private reasons, without losing social security entitlements. The principle of equal treatment is reinforced and the legislation is simplified to ensure that the rules apply to all European Union citizens who are insured whether they are employed or self-employed workers, pensioners, civil servants, students or non active persons. The new Regulation, which was first proposed by the Commission in 1998 and will replace legislation that dates back more than thirty years, is expected to enter into force in 2006. See also MEMO/03/246 

[Background paper IP/03/1633]

Climate change: More action required from Member States to cut greenhouse gas emissions

Brussels, 2 December 2003 – The European Union will miss its emission targets under the 1997 Kyoto Protocol, unless EU Member States implement additional measures and policies to reduce greenhouse gas emissions. This is the conclusion of a progress report just adopted by the European Commission. The report states that the decreasing emission trend since 1990 has been reversed in 2000 and 2001. Based on Member States projections the report concludes that with existing domestic policies and measures alone, EU as a whole and 13 out of 15 Member States would miss their emission reduction targets. Under the Kyoto Protocol, the EU has committed itself to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 8% from 1990 levels by 2008-2012. In letters to all 15 Ministers for Environment of the Member States, Margot Wallström, Commissioner for Environment, urges especially those Member States that have not yet done so to identify additional measures that are needed to meet the Kyoto targets. In addition the Member States should fully and speedily implement the measures adopted by the European Union. The progress report can be found at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/environment/climat/
greenhouse_monitoring.htm; More information about the EU and the Kyoto protocol can be found at: MEMO/03/154
[Background paper IP/03/1637]

Public procurement: Commission welcomes conciliation agreement on simplified and modernised legislation

Brussels, 3 December 2003 – The European Commission has welcomed the agreement reached in Brussels on 2nd December by representatives of the European Parliament and the EU's Council of Ministers, after a successful conciliation procedure, on the legislative package simplifying and modernising the public procurement Directives. The Directives impose competitive tendering for public contracts, transparency and equal treatment for all tenderers to ensure that the contract is awarded to the tender offering best value for money. The package of amendments was proposed by the Commission in May 2000 (see IP/00/461). The main point at issue was the circumstances in which contracting authorities could take social and environmental criteria into account in attributing contracts. This has now been resolved, on the basis of recent case law from the European Court of Justice. Conciliation procedures take place when the European Parliament, the Council and the Commission have been unable to reach full agreement on a Commission legislative proposal but where enough common ground exists to suggest that such agreement might be achievable. The agreement reached by the conciliation committee will now need to be ratified by a plenary session of the Parliament and by the Council. 

[Background paper IP/03/1649]

Solar energy: Europe aims to lead the world in Photovoltaic technologies 

Brussels, 4 December 2003 – The recently created “Photovoltaics Technology Research Advisory Council” will meet for the first time today in Brussels. The initiative of Loyola de Palacio, European Commission Vice President in charge of Energy and Transport, , and of European Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin, involves 18 members representing all the major players in this technology. Europe is now the world's second largest manufacturer of photovoltaics, accounting for more than 24% of overall production, behind Japan (44%) and ahead of the USA (22%). Current forecasts show large potential for solar electricity production, for which Europe has seen an average growth rate of 30% per year over the last decade. Nevertheless, photovoltaics are currently under-utilised in the European Union, despite the active support of the Commission for research, development and demonstration projects in this area, with over € 200 million of funding for almost 200 projects over the last 10 years. To find the best way forward, the Advisory Council's objective is to develop a Foresight Report and a Strategic Research Agenda, in order to address the remaining barriers to maximising the potential of this clean energy source. For more information on photovoltaics 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/energy/nn/
nn_rt_pv1_en.html 

[Background paper IP/03/1660]

US Steel: EU welcomes termination of US steel safeguard measure

The US announced today the full and immediate termination of its steel safeguards. EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy said: “I am pleased to see that after nearly two years of litigation, the US has decided to abide by their international obligations by lifting the illegal safeguards. EU steel producers and workers will be relieved, as will those in the seven other countries which stood together with the EU in contesting these measures. But more importantly, this is a test case of how important is a rules-based international trading system for all of us”. He also added : “We should now concentrate our efforts in the OECD steel talks to cut down trade distorting subsidies and global excess steel capacity, which is at the root of the problems by the US steel industry”. For more information MEMO/03/225 and http://europa.eu.int/comm/trade/index_en.htm.

[Background paper IP/03/1662]

Eurostat

October 2003  Euro-zone unemployment stable at 8.8%;EU15 steady at 8.0% 

Luxemburg, 2 December 2003 – Euro-zone seasonally-adjusted unemployment stood at 8.8% in October 2003, unchanged compared to September, Eurostat reports today. It was 8.5% in October 2002. The EU15 unemployment rate was 8.0% in October 2003, unchanged compared to September. It was 7.8% in October 2002. In October 2003, lowest rates were registered in Luxembourg (3.9%), the Netherlands (4.0% in September), Austria (4.5%) and Ireland (4.6%). Spain's 11.2% remained the EU's highest rate. 

[Background paper STAT/03/138]

European Personnel Selection Office

The European Personnel Selection Office to run the first tests for administrators for candidates from the 10 accession countries on 11 and 12 December

Brussels, 5 December 2003 – The European Personnel Selection Office (EPSO) will continue its programme of open competitions for the recruitment of permanent officials from the acceding countries, with tests for assistant administrators (A8) to be held in all accession countries and in Brussels on 11 and 12 December. This follows the successful organisation of tests for assistant translators and secretaries in November. Some 23,000 candidates have been invited to participate in the administrators' tests. In total EPSO hopes to identify about 1340 successful candidates from these competitions, for A8 posts in all European institutions. 

The competitions for administrators are part of the first wave of enlargement competitions which also includes competitions for assistant interpreters (EPSO/LA/1-9/03 – LA8), for Heads of Language Divisions (EPSO/LA/10/03 – LA3), for Assistant Translators (EPSO/LA/11/03 – LA8) and for secretaries (EPSO/C/1-10/03). In total EPSO hopes to identify more than 5140 successful candidates from these competitions. 

ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATORS

	COMPETITION
	COUNTRY& CENTRES
	NUMBER OF CANDIDATES PER FIELD
	TARGET NUMBER OF SUCCESSFUL CANDIDATES BY FIELD*

	
	
	1
	2
	3
	4
	1
	2
	3
	4

	EPSO/A/1/03
	CYPRUS

Nicosia

(Brussels)
	547

63
	137

20
	168

13
	89

4
	20
	20


	10
	10

	EPSO/A/2/03
	CZECH REPUBLIC

Prague

Brno

(Brussels)
	1008

252

144
	366

122

60
	687

210

43
	104

23

13
	95
	65
	50
	35

	EPSO/A/3/03
	ESTONIA

Tallin

(Brussels)
	249

52
	108

20
	208

14
	44

3
	20


	20
	10
	10

	EPSO/A/4/03
	HUNGARY

Budapest

Debrecen

(Brussels)
	1700

90

214
	1018

67

101
	1571

73

103
	177

7

24
	95
	65
	50
	35

	EPSO/A/5/03
	LITHUANIA

Vilnius

(Brussels)
	335

71
	188

45
	206

38
	40

7
	40
	30
	20
	20

	EPSO/A/6/03
	LATVIA

Riga

(Brussels)
	166

63
	82

26
	127

20
	18

4
	25
	25
	10
	10


*Field 1 – European Public Administration, Field 2 – Law, Field 3 – Economics, Field 4 – Audit

[Background paper EPSO/03/15]

European Investment Bank

EIB supports small and medium-size projects in the Czech Republic

Luxembourg, 5 December 2003 – The European Investment Bank (EIB) grants two global loans of EUR 30 million and EUR 20 million respectively each to Ceskoslovenská Obchodní Banka (CSOB) and CSOB Leasing, a.s. These global loans to CSOB group will make EIB funds available for investment projects in the fields of environmental protection, energy savings, infrastructure, industry, services, tourism and projects for the development of a knowledge based economy. Commenting on the strong development of EIB lending in the future EU Member States, Mr. Wolfgang Roth, EIB Vice President commented: ”These Global Loans will further benefit to local and foreign entrepreneurs as well as to municipalities wanting to improve their population's overall quality of life. Both the Czech and Slovak Republics will be targeted by CSOB and especially their less developed regions. With these loans, total amount of Global Loans in Czech Republic is EUR 397 million, which added to larger project financing brings total lending in Czech Republic up to almost EUR 5 billion”.Since 1990, the EIB has lent a total of EUR 23 billion in Central and Eastern Europe to finance projects fostering European integration, while EUR 3 billion of this figure being provided through Global Loans. Since 1993 loans provided in the Czech Republic account for almost EUR 5 billion so far.

[Background paper BEI/03/129]

Enlargement (extracts from the Enlargement section at the www.euractiv.com/) 

Romano Prodi consults new Member State prime ministers 

Commission President Romano Prodi is in the process of meeting with the prime ministers of the ten new Member States to review the state of preparations for the EU's enlargement and to discuss the ongoing Intergovernmental Conference. To date, Mr Prodi has already met with Prime Ministers Péter Medgyessy of Hungary and Anton Rop of Slovenia. Slovak Premier Mikulas Dzurinda is due in Brussels on 3 December, and on 10 December Mr Prodi is to meet with Czech Prime Minister Vladimir Spidla. 

One salient issue discussed during these meetings is the setup of the new enlarged Commission after 1 May 2004. Mr Prodi has to finalise the list of prospective Commissioners by the end of February 2004 to enable the Parliament to conduct hearings. The new Commissioners will stay in office until the end of the current Commission's term in October 2004. In Mr Prodi's opinion, the new enlarged Commission should include at least three women among the ten new Commissioners. The current Commission already has five women members.   

Austria and Belgium ratifie EU Accession Treaty

The Austrian Parliament has ratified the EU's Enlargement Treaty by an overwhelming majority. The vote, which took place on 3 December 2003, was 179 in favour and two against. The two no votes cast by the Austrian Freedom Party (FPÖ) served to underline its concerns about the Czech nuclear plant at Temelin and the status of the Benes decrees. 

The Belgian Parliament on 4 December ratified the enlargement of the EU. None of the 119 deputies voted against and there were 17 abstentions. The ten new Member States have all ratified the EU Accession Treaty. To date Austria, Britain, Denmark, France, Germany and Portugal (of the existing Member States) have also ratified the treaty.

Commission launches preparations for the Western Balkans' EU integration

On 3 December 2003, the Commission proposed to begin preparations for the inclusion of the Western Balkan countries of Albania, Bosnia-Herzegovina, Croatia, the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia and Serbia and Montenegro in Community programmes and agencies starting in 2005. In its Communication, the Commission expressed its intention to implement the resolutions made at the Thessaloniki European Council of June 2003. 

The Commission's aim is to familiarise the countries concerned and their people with the policies and working methods of the EU, thus facilitating their European integration. 

As a first step, the Commission aims to conclude a framework agreement in 2004 with each of the five Western Balkan countries participating in the Stabilisation and Association Process. 
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