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Council

Presidency focuses on Justice and Home Affairs

The Amsterdam Treaty imposed a deadline of 1 May 2004 for the adoption of a range of specific measures aimed at gradually establishing an area of freedom, security and justice. 2004 also marks the end of the more ambitious five year programme agreed by the Tampere European Council. The Irish Presidency will be dealing with a wide-ranging agenda across the full scope of JHA co-operation - asylum, immigration, civil law co-operation, police and judicial co-operation in criminal matters. Work will also commence on the developing the follow-up to the Tampere agenda during the second half of 2004. This will be based on an evaluation by the Commission for the first half of the year. 

Top issues on the agenda include: illegal migration and trafficking in human beings, asylum, fight against terrorism, organised crime, drugs, relations with third countries

European Commission

Internal Market: big disparities between Member States in implementing and applying rules

Brussels, 12 January 2004 – Member States are still failing to implement many EU Internal Market laws correctly and on time. According to the latest figures released by the European Commission, 131 Directives (around 8.5% of Internal Market Directives) have still not been implemented into national law in every Member State, though the deadlines agreed by the Member States themselves when they adopted the Directives have passed. Some Member States, notably Denmark, Spain, Finland and the UK, have organised themselves to ensure that they have a generally good record of implementing Directives on time. Those four countries have again achieved the target set by the European Council of keeping their implementation deficit below 1.5 %. Ireland now also meets the 1.5 % target after more than halving its deficit since May 2003. However, others, such as France, Germany, Luxembourg, Greece and Italy, have persistently had a deficit of more than double the target. Belgium, whose implementation deficit has almost doubled since May 2003, has joined this group of Member States which is lagging behind. It now has over ten times the number of Directives overdue as the best performer, Denmark. Big disparities also exist in the number of infringement procedures against Member States for misapplication of Internal Market rules. For example, Italy alone has almost as many infringement cases against it as Denmark, Sweden, Finland, Luxembourg and Portugal combined. The number of cases open against France is more than double that against the UK. The Commission will issue an updated set of figures in its next "Internal Market Scoreboard" in July. 

[Background paper IP/04/33]

Commission sets out strategy for economic policy coordination and surveillance

Brussels, 14 January 2004 – The Commission adopted today a three-pronged strategy to clarify and improve economic policy coordination and surveillance following the 25 November Ecofin Council conclusions. As a first strand of this strategy, the Commission will continue the conduct of economic and budgetary surveillance for all member states in the framework of the Treaty and the Stability and Growth Pact (SGP). It will also continue to monitor developments for countries in excessive deficit. As a second strand, the Commission, based on the experience of the five first years of EMU, will make new proposals for the strengthening of economic governance in the future. Improvements in the implementation of the Stability and Growth Pact will form part of this initiative. Finally, consistent with its role as the guardian of the Treaties, the Commission will seek to establish legal clarity and predictability regarding EMU related provisions of the Treaty. The Ecofin Council conclusions of 25 November have political implications that go to the heart of the European integration process. The Council has reached non-binding conclusions instead of taking a decision with precise legal effects The Commission has therefore decided to challenge the Council conclusions in the European Court of Justice. This challenge will however concentrate on procedural elements only and will not touch on the country-specific economic surveillance aspects of the Council conclusions. 

[Background paper IP/04/35]

Services: Commission proposes Directive to cut red tape that stifles Europe's competitiveness

Brussels, 14 January 2004 – The European Commission has presented a proposal for a Directive to create a real Internal Market in services by requiring Member States to cut administrative burdens and excessive red tape that can currently prevent businesses from offering their services across borders or from opening premises in other Member States. The services covered by the proposal account for around 50% of all economic activity in the EU. Many small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs), who represent the bulk of service providers, are at the moment dissuaded from cross-border expansion. By encouraging cross-border economic activity and boosting competition, the proposed Directive would increase choice, improve quality and bring down prices for consumers and also for businesses which use services. It would also encourage innovation in the sector which at EU level creates the most jobs. The effect on the economy as a whole would be to improve competitiveness and create high quality jobs. Once adopted, the proposed Directive would resolve many of the difficulties identified by businesses and other stakeholders in a Commission report published in July 2002 (see IP/02/1180). The proposal will now go forward for adoption by the European Parliament and the EU's Council of Ministers. In line with its better regulation policy, the Commission is publishing an assessment of the impact of the proposed Directive. 

For further details and explanations, see also MEMO/04/3. 

The full texts of the proposal and impact assessment are available at: 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/
en/services/services/index.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/37]

Nature: Commission acts to protect endangered animals and plants in the EU's mountain regions 

Brussels, 14 January 2004 – The European Commission has approved a list of 959 nature sites in mountain regions of the European Union. The approval signifies an enhanced protection of these areas and the many endangered animal and plant species which live and grow there. The Commission's list covers sites in the Alps, the Pyrenees, the Apennines and the Fennoscandian mountains. It includes endangered animal and plant species and habitats such as brown bear, Yellow Lady's-slipper and mountain hay meadows. The protection of these species is scientifically considered to be of European importance, and a joint EU effort is therefore necessary to ensure bio-diversity and the conservation of natural fauna and flora in these mountain regions of Europe. It is also a major step forward in establishing Natura 2000, the network of protected sites in the EU. 

[Background paper IP/04/42]

Eurobarometer poll on fraud and fight against fraud

Brussels, 14 January 2003 – This survey analyses public awareness of fraud in general and fraud against the EU and its budget in the 15 Member States (EU-15) and 13 accession and candidate countries (CC-13). The results show that respondents are particularly concerned about corruption (55% in the EU-15 and 69% in the CC-13), fraud relating to quality of food and agricultural products (46% in the EU-15 and 57% in the CC-13) and commercial fraud (39% in the EU-15 and 58% in the CC-13). Citizens are more preoccupied by wrongdoing in national/local governments and institutions (36% in the EU-15), than about wrongdoing in EU institutions. As concerns fraud against the EU, more than half the respondents disagree with the statement that fraud against the EU and its budget happens very rarely. There is a very wide consensus that defrauding the EU and its budget is harmful both for the vast majority of citizens who are honest and for the national economy. EU citizens trust the police force to fight against fraud, while citizens from accession and candidate countries look more to the EU itself. Both groups agree that fighting fraud should be a political priority and the EU has a role to play. However, a majority of citizens feels fairly badly informed about the fight against fraud against the EU and its budget. Report available at: http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion 

[Background paper IP/04/41]

Safety first new laws for product recalls 

Brussels, 15 January 2004 – EU-wide rules applicable from today are designed to improve the safety of consumer products. The revised General Product Safety Directive (GSPD - 2001/95/EC), adopted in 2001 and entering into force today concerns safety controls of all consumer products (except food). It sets safety requirements for consumer products such as sports- and playground equipment, child care articles, lighters and most household products such as textiles and furniture. The Commission receives around 150 notifications of dangerous products annually, most often associated to risks of choking and suffocation, electric shocks and fires. The category of products more often notified is toys, followed by electric appliances and products. David Byrne, EU Commissioner for Health and Consumer Protection, said: "For the first time manufacturers have the legal obligation to inform authorities if a product is unsafe. These are recalled and taken of the market. Also for the first time the Commission can even now initiate recalls and provisional bans to assure the same level of protection for the entire EU. This is very good news for consumers." For more information about the revised General Product Safety Directive see: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/consumers/cons_safe/
prod_safe/gpsd/revisedGPSD_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/53]

Air security: Commission draws up EU-wide list of prohibited articles on passenger aircraft

Brussels, 16 January 2004 – The Commission has adopted a Regulation that, for the first time, sets out an agreed EU-wide list of items that are not allowed to be taken on aircraft by passengers. The primary purpose of the legislation is to give clear and unambiguous information to passengers flying from EU airports as to which objects will be confiscated at airport security checkpoints. "This is another step in the Commission policy of seeking high standards in the field of civil aviation security through the setting of harmonised rules," said Vice President de Palacio. For the list see IP/04/59.

Commission adopts measures to identify GMOs contained in food and feed products 

Brussels, 16 January 2004 – The European Commission has adopted a system to ensure that GMOs contained in food and feed products can be precisely identified. Each GMO that has been approved for use in the EU will be given a different code composed of letters and digits, a so-called "unique identifier". This code is required to accompany products containing that GMO as they are transmitted through the production and distribution chains. Operators will have to list the codes for individual GMOs, in accompanying documentation, that have been used to constitute the original raw material for products intended for food, feed and processing. This will allow products containing these GMOs to be accurately traced and labelled when they come to the marketplace. The new Commission Regulation completes the EU's regulatory framework on the authorisation, labelling and traceability of GMOs (Directive
2001/18 and Regulation 1830/2003). 

Eurostat

Second estimate for the third quarter of 2003 : Euro-zone GDP and EU15 GDP up by 0.4% ; +0.3% and +0.6% respectively compared to third quarter of 2002 

Euro-zone and EU15 GDP both grew by 0.4% in the third quarter of 2003, according to estimates out today from Eurostat. In the second quarter of 2003, GDP decreased by 0.1% in the euro-zone and remained stable in the EU15. In comparison with the same quarter of the previous year, GDP grew by 0.3% in the euro-zone and by 0.6% in the EU15, after increases of 0.1% and 0.4% respectively in the previous quarter. 

[Background paper STAT/04/7]

Enlargement 

Enlargement and agriculture: EUR 5.76 billion for rural development in new member states

From accession a wide range of rural development measures will be co-financed at a maximum rate of 80% by the EU, in order to tackle structural and environmental problems in the rural areas of the new member states.  

In Objective 1 regions, the following rural development measures will be eligible for Guarantee-funded support (max. 80% EU financed):

· early retirement of farmers;

· support for less favoured areas or areas with environmental restrictions;

· agri-environment and animal welfare schemes;

· afforestation of agricultural land;

· support for semi-subsistence farms undergoing restructuring;

· setting up of producer groups;

· technical assistance;

· support to assist farmers to meet EU standards;

· food quality schemes.

In Malta, a temporary income support scheme to help full-time farmers adapt to changes in the market environment is also eligible for inclusion in the EAGGF Guarantee funded rural development programme.

Within Objective 1 regions additional rural development measures will be financed from the Structural Funds (EAGGF Guidance section).  In other areas, the full range of rural development measures may be supported using EAGGF Guarantee funds.

Support for rural development (2004–2006) – Annual allocation (EAGGF Guarantee Section)

Initial allocation (€ million) in current prices


2004
2005
2006
2004–2006

Czech Republic
163.3
182.0
197.5
542.8

Estonia
45.3
50.4
54.8
150.5

Cyprus
22.5
25.1
27.2
74.8

Latvia
98.7
110.0
119.4
328.1

Lithuania
147.3
164.1
178.1
489.5

Hungary
181.2
201.9
219.2
602.3

Malta
8.1
9.0
9.8
26.9

Poland
862.4
961.0
1 043.0
2 866.4

Slovenia
84.7
94.4
102.5
281.6

Slovakia
119.5
133.1
144.5
397.1

TOTAL
‘
‘
‘
5 760

Report on dairy and meat consumption trends and the use of feed in the Accession and Candidate Countries 

The European Commission has published the external assessment report "Consumption trends for dairy and livestock products and the use of feeds in production in the CEE Accession and Candidate Countries" prepared by the Network of Independent Experts and the Institute of Agricultural Development in Central and Eastern Europe (IAMO). The report identifies the determining factors of food consumption and feed use within the extended EU food markets and provides a lot of country and market specific information. Consumption and feed use trends are the major driving factors of future developments on agricultural markets, which will be reinforced by the CAP Reform. The report first provides an assessment of meat and dairy consumption in the nineties, which concludes that it generally faced a sharp decline during the early nineties in most accession countries. The structure of meat consumption changed significantly : beef and mutton consumption declined sharply while those of pork and especially for poultry have developed very positively. The markets for fresh dairy products and cheese have grown significantly as well alongside those for fruits and vegetables. These trends will further strengthen due to the continuous high increase of income, which has been on average double the rate as in the present Member States. The report concludes with an analysis of feed use. The report can be found on the internet at:

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/
reports/ccconsumption/index_en.htm 

Candidates for acceding countries Commissioners 

According to the Polish paper Gazeta Wyborcza, the country's Minister for European Affairs Danuta Huebner is expected to be officially nominated as Poland's EU Commissioner candidate. The information appears to run counter to recent rumours that Ms Huebner was no longer in the running. 

Maltese Prime Minister Fenech Adami said on 14 January 2004 that his cabinet had agreed to nominate 51-year-old Foreign Minister Joe Borg who has held the post of Foreign Minister since 1999. 

Estonian Prime Minister Juhan Parts said on 15 January 2004 that his predecessor, Siim Kallas, is Estonia's official candidate for the post of EU Commissioner. Mr Kallas, 55, had also served as finance minister and foreign minister before becoming prime minister. 

These nominated candidates would join Latvia's Sandra Kalniete and Lithuania's Dalia Grybauskaite on the list of prospective Commissioners.

Czech premier Vladimir Spidla has confirmed Miloš Kužvart as coalition's candidate but he added that the country might eventually field other candidates as well.
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