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Week in Europe 2 – 8/2/04
Debate on Future EU

France, Germany should not to push for "core Europe" before Constitution is agreed

The leaders of Germany, France and Britain will meet on 18 February to co-ordinate their positions and enhance their cooperation ahead of the next round of EU enlargement, the Financial Times reported on 29 January. Ministers responsible for foreign policy, the economy, finance, employment, education, and social affairs of the three countries will also sit together to discuss EU policy issues. The meeting will prepare common positions for the March European Council at which a report by the EU Presidency on the state of play of talks on the EU Constitution will be discussed. 

However, the idea of closer cooperation led by the two largest original EU members has prompted fear in smaller EU countries. On 29 January, the Dutch Foreign Minister Ben Bot warned France and Germany not to "sow discord and confusion" by calling for "a Europe of leading groups" at the time when the EU Constitution is still under discussion. 

The Irish Presidency has repeatedly voiced its objective of pushing for an earliest possible agreement on the EU Constitution. Irish Prime Minister Bertie Ahern has said if there is a "real prospect of agreement during this presidency", he "will not hesitate to seize it." 

On 29 January, the European Parliament adopted a resolution welcoming the "positive approach" of the Irish Presidency towards concluding the IGC and urging the IGC to complete its work before the next round of EU enlargement on 1 May 2004. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
European Commission

Industrial property: Commission proposes establishing Community Patent Court

Brussels, 2 February 2004 – The European Commission has presented proposals for two Council Decisions establishing a Community Patent jurisdiction, under the aegis of the European Court of Justice, to allow the resolution of disputes within the future Community Patent system, in particular those on infringements and on the validity of Community Patents. Under the proposals, the jurisdiction of the Court of Justice would be exercised by a new Community Patent Court. The new system would mean that judgements over Community Patent rights would be effective throughout the EU, avoiding the expense, inconvenience and confusion that can occur when judgements in several different national courts are required. 
[Background paper IP/04/137]

Developing countries: EU launches on-line helpdesk to foster developing country access to EU markets 

Brussels, 2 February 2004 – A new on-line helpdesk set up by the European Commission (http://export-help.cec.eu.int) will provide a tool for developing countries' exporters to access more easily the EU market. The free-of-charge helpdesk contains key information on customs duties, customs documentation, rules of origin and trade statistics available on line immediately. A second phase, currently being developed, will widen the range of information to cover product specific import requirements such as sanitary and phytosanitary requirements. EU Trade Commissioner Pascal Lamy said "With the launch of this helpdesk we want to ensure that exporters in developing countries get the maximum information and assistance in tackling the EU market. For instance we want to ensure there is maximum take-up of the EU's trade preferences. This is a clear example of our commitment to providing technical assistance to developing countries and to make sure that theoretical market access translates into more trade." 

[Background paper IP/04/140]
Commissioner Liikanen calls for more international cooperation to combat 'spam' 

Brussels, 2 February 2004 – Enterprise and Information Society Commissioner Erkki Liikanen today called for global cooperation against 'spam' at a two-day OECD workshop in Brussels. Building on efforts by many countries to combat 'spam', the OECD should rapidly agree a five-point framework to promote effective legislation against spam, cooperation between enforcement agencies, self-regulation by industry, technical solutions, and greater consumer awareness. Background information on the OECD workshop on spam, as well as the Commission Communication on unsolicited commercial communication or 'spam' is available via: 

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/topics/
ecomm/highlights/current_spotlights/spam/
index_en.htm 

The Commission's decision on Charleroi airport promotes the activities of low-cost airlines and regional development

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The European Commission today took a major decision of significance for the future of air transport by ensuring full competition between carriers operating out of regional airports. It authorises certain forms of aid which permit genuine development of new routes under clearly defined conditions. However, other direct aid granted by the Walloon Region and partly by BSCA is incompatible with the proper functioning of the internal market and will have to be repaid. The Commission is thus committing itself firmly to promoting increased competition which will enable low-cost carriers to establish themselves throughout the European Union, subject to compliance with uniform rules on competition between carriers, and for the maximum benefit of consumers. [Background paper IP/04/157]
A safer, cleaner Europe: EU Global Monitoring for the Environment and Security

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The European Commission today adopted an action plan on GMES - Global Monitoring for the Environment and Security. The plan outlines firm steps towards the establishment of a system that will harness, co-ordinate and enhance existing Earth observation and monitoring information from satellites and Earth-based sensors, in order to support better decision-making for the environment and security. The initiative aims at providing independent, cost-effective, and user-friendly services that can help to anticipate or address crises such as forest fires or floods, and lead to better management of issues ranging from the protection of the environment to combating illegal immigration. Today, a lot of data on these matters are available from many different sources, but for technical reasons or due to a lack of co-operation, they are often inconsistent or not fully integrated. With its Communication, entitled "Establishing a GMES capacity by 2008 (Action Plan (2004-2008)", the European Commission - in co-operation with the European Space Agency - is laying out the way forward. For further information on GMES, please visit: 

http://www.gmes.info/ 

[Background paper IP/04/144]

Security research: EU action to improve protection of citizens

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The European Commission today presented the key elements for a test phase or "Preparatory Action" on security research. The Communication, entitled "Towards a programme to advance European security through Research and Technology", explains why security research needs to be co-ordinated at the EU level. It also presents key priority areas which need to be addressed such as: protection against terrorism (including bio terrorism); improving crisis management; and enhancing the security, reliability, protection and interoperability of communication systems, thus making it easier for civilian and military authorities across the EU to co-ordinate their actions. A €65 million budget has been earmarked for the initial phase (2004 2006). The Preparatory Action should lead to a full European Security Research Programme starting in 2007. This should bring together the necessary know-how and investment for the joint development of technologies which are critical for Europe's security. In the long term, it should also contribute to enhancing Europe's industrial competitive edge in these areas.
[Background paper IP/04/145]
Connecting Europe at high speed: recent developments in the electronic communications sector 

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The importance of investment and use of information and communication technologies (ICTs) for further growth and jobs in Europe is highlighted in a communication adopted by the Commission today in the run up to the Spring European Council. It underlines the importance of the electronic communication sector for the health of the European economy and its key role in boosting productivity. Further growth will be driven by the provision of new services over high-speed fixed and wireless networks making use of broadband and 3G mobile communications, while policy makers must do more to create the conditions for faster investment. The report singles out the implementation of the new regulatory framework for electronic communications, action to extend broadband coverage in underserved areas, stimulating demand and the successful role out of third generation mobile communications as top priorities. This should be supported by the on-going mid-term review of the eEurope 2005 Action Plan. The Communication can be found at: 

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/eeurope/
2005/doc/highlights/whats_new/sector_com.pdf 

[Background paper IP/04/154]
Modernisation of the Commission's accounting system: speedy progress to meet target date 2005 

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – During 2003, the ambitious timetable for the modernisation of the Commission's accounting system has been very largely respected. The conceptual work on the project's many components has been completed, and implementation of the IT developments has commenced. The very challenging deadline set by Financial Regulation for introducing accrual accounting is 2005. The Commission benefits from top level external advice by PriceWaterhouseCoopers for accounting and from IBM for the IT. Budget Figures on implementation of the budget are published on a monthly basis from the cash accounts on the internet, which is a unique exercise of transparency. 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/budget/execution/
utilisation/details_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/141]
Amending budget for the European Data-protection Supervisor: Commission proposes expenditure of EUR 1.272 million 

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The European Commission today accepted the proposal for an amending budget to the 2004 budget to install the recently appointed European Data-protection Supervisor. With start-up capital of EUR 1.272 million, the Supervisor and his authority can start their work as soon as Parliament and the Council approve the amending budget. The Supervisor is a European institution in its own right. The administrative section of the 2004 budget left a sufficient margin below the ceiling in the financial perspective to allow the entry of the Supervisor's budget. 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/
privacy/application_en.htm
[Background paper IP/04/142]
Commission reinforces its early warning system on recipients of EU money in order to better protect its financial interests 

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The Commission reinforces its internal information system (early warning system) in order to ensure improved internal circulation of information on contractors and beneficiaries that could be problematic as concerns the Communities' financial interests. In the light of experience gained, the existing system is extended to provide for the registration of wrongdoings, outstanding recoveries, fraud, ongoing investigations by OLAF or the Commission's Internal Audit Service. It sets up mechanisms ensuring that contractors and beneficiaries presenting the same level of risk for the Communities' interests are known to and receive the same treatment by all Commission services. All the new parts of the system should be fully operational by 01 May 2004.

[Background paper IP/04/143]

Public procurement: EU rules deliver big savings for taxpayers; scope for more gains

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The existing EU public procurement Directives have increased cross-border competition in procurement markets and reduced by around 30% the prices paid by public authorities for goods and services, according to a European Commission working document. There remains potential for significant further opening up of procurement markets and therefore for further gains for taxpayers in terms of value for money and strengthening defences against corruption and favouritism. In a market worth over €1 500 billion, i.e. over 16% of total EU GDP, the consequence of such improvements could be enormous. The legislative package, now approved by both the European Parliament and the EU's Council of Ministers (see IP/04/150), modernises and simplifies procurement procedures, for example by facilitating electronic procurement. Its rapid implementation should iron out many remaining difficulties identified by contractors and contracting authorities and further boost cross-border competition. The full report, including statistical graphs, is available at: 

http://www.europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/
en/publproc/general/index.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/149]

Public procurement: Commission welcomes adoption of modernising legislation

Brussels, 3 February 2004 – The European Commission has welcomed the definitive adoption by the EU's Council of Ministers and the European Parliament of the legislative package simplifying and modernising the public procurement Directives and adapting them to modern administrative needs. The Council has formally endorsed the text agreed in December 2003 in a conciliation procedure between its representatives and those of the Parliament (see IP/03/1649). The Parliament formally approved the conciliation text at its plenary session in Brussels on 29th January. The Directives, some of which were adopted in the 1970s and last updated in the early 1990s, impose EU-wide competitive tendering for public contracts above a certain value, transparency and equal treatment for all tenderers to ensure that the contract is awarded to the tender offering best value for money. The package of amendments was proposed by the Commission in May 2000 (see IP/00/461). It will reduce red tape, set out clearly, on the basis of European Court of Justice case-law, how social and environmental criteria can be applied in awarding contracts and ensure that contracting authorities and bidders can save time and money by using new technology to manage the tendering process. The amended Directives will shortly be published in the EU's Official Journal and will then need to be written into national law within 21 months of publication. The full texts of the legislative package as definitively adopted will be made available at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/en/
publproc/general/2k-461.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/150]

Commission to recover EUR 143.18 million of CAP expenditure from the Member States

Brussels, 4 February 2004 – A total of € 143.18 million of EU farm money misspent by Member States is to be claimed back, following a decision adopted by the European Commission. The money is to be recovered because of inadequate control procedures or non-compliance with EU rules on agricultural expenditure. While Member States are responsible for paying out and checking virtually all expenditure under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the Commission is required to ensure that Member States have made correct use of the funds. 

[Background paper IP/04/166]

Foreign lecturers: Commission asks Court of Justice to impose fine on Italy in lettori case

Brussels, 4 February 2004 – The European Commission has taken a decision to ask the Court of Justice to impose a € 309.750 per day fine on Italy for non execution of a judgement relating to the discriminatory treatment of former foreign language lecturers in several Italian universities. In its judgement of 26 June 2001, the Court declared that as Italy had not recognised the acquired rights of foreign language assistants who had become associates and mother-tongue linguistic experts, although granting such recognition to all national workers, Italy had failed to fulfil treaty requirements relating to non-discrimination on the grounds of nationality. On 14 January 2004 Italy adopted a 'Decreto Legge', which aligns the former status of lettori with the national category of 'ricercatori a tempo definito'. The Commission believes that this decree does not fully implement the Court's judgement. The Commission has therefore decided to request that a daily fine of 309.750 be fixed, to be payable until a decree is adopted which fully implements the Court judgement.
[Background paper IP/04/164]
GALILEO: Three operators competing for the concession

Brussels, 6 February 2004 – The GALILEO joint undertaking has completed the first phase of the procedure for selecting the future concession holder of the European satellite navigation system. The second phase will now go ahead with the three consortia of companies on the shortlist. In response to the results, Loyola de Palacio, Vice-President of the Commission said: « The preselection results are very encouraging. They endorse the European institutions' approach : the private sector is willing to invest heavily in the GALILEO programme. The quality of the three tenders selected augurs well for the competitive negotiation phase». For further information on GALILEO, see: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/dgs/energy_transport
/galileo/index_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/172]

Eurostat

December 2003  Euro-zone unemployment stable at 8.8%; EU15 steady at 8.0% 

Luxembourg, 3 February 2004 – Euro-zone seasonally-adjusted unemployment stood at 8.8% in December 2003, unchanged compared to November. It was 8.6% in December 2002. The EU15 unemployment rate was 8.0% in December 2003, unchanged compared to November3. It was 7.9% in December 2002. 

In December 2003, lowest rates were registered in Luxembourg (3.9%), the Netherlands (4.1% in November), Ireland (4.5%) and Austria (4.6%). Spain's 11.2% remained the EU's highest rate. 

Among the Member States for which data are available for the most recent months, ten recorded an increase in their unemployment rate over a year, three a decrease and one remained stable. The Netherlands (3.0% in November 2002 to 4.1% in November 2003), Denmark (4.9% to 6.1%) and Luxembourg (3.2% to 3.9%) recorded the most important relative increases. Italy's unemployment rate fell from 8.9% in October 2002 to 8.4% in October 2003, the United Kingdom's rate decreased from 5.1% in October 2002 to 4.9% in October 2003, Spain's rate fell from 11.5% to 11.2% and Finland's remained the same at 9.0%. 

[Background paper STAT/04/15]

Flash estimate - January 2004 : Euro-zone inflation estimated at 2.0% 

Luxembourg, 4 February 2004 – Euro-zone annual inflation is expected to be 2.0% in January 2004 according to a flash estimate issued by Eurostat. It was 2.0% in December 2003. 

[Background paper STAT/04/16]
Enlargement 
Enlargement and the EU Budget: Commission proposes expenditure for the 10 new Member States 

Brussels, 4 February 2004 – Expenditure for the 10 new Member States, around € 11.8 billion in commitments, is to be entered into the EU budget to make it ready for 1 May. The Commission adopted today the proposal for amending the 2004 Budget as adopted in December with these figures, for which political agreement has already been reached. For 25 Member States, the budget stands at less than 1% of EU Gross National Income (GNI). These figures will obviously have to rise in the coming years to take account of the new funding challenges the EU faces. Budget Commissioner Michaele Schreyer stated "With this move the budget is ready for enlargement. The year 2004 will see the phasing in of all expenditures agreed and the opening on equal grounds of all EU programmes for our 75 million new citizens." 
[Background paper IP/04/161]
Results of pre-selection tests for the first wave of enlargement competitions shows generally high standard

Brussels, 5 February 2004 – The first candidates from the accession countries for posts in the EU civil service have now been sent the results of their pre-selection tests, which show a generally impressive standard. In all some 17,000 applicants participated in the tests. The pre-selection papers have now been marked and nearly 6,000 candidates have been provisionally declared successful. These candidates will now be invited to submit a full application, supported by documentary evidence of their qualifications. Provided that they meet the eligibility requirements, the papers they have already completed for the second stage of the competition, the written test, will be marked. 
ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATORS BY DOMAINE EPSO/A/1-10/03
	NUMBERS PRESENT
	NUMBERS TO PROCEED TO WRITTEN PHASE SUBJECT TO VALIDATION OF ELIGIBILITY
	TARGET NUMBER OF LAUREATES

	DOMAINE 1 EUROPEAN PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION
	 
	 

	4865
	1106
	505

	DOMAINE 2 LAW
	 
	 

	2315
	722
	375

	DOMAINE 3 ECONOMICS
	 
	 

	3137
	508
	260

	DOMAINE 4 AUDIT
	 
	 

	517
	129
	200

	TOTAL
	 
	 

	10834
	2465
	1340


RESULTS OF PRE-SELECTION ASSISTANT ADMINISTRATORS AND SECRETARIES – CZECH REPUBLIC

	COMPETITION
	GRADE/ 
	NUMBER PRESENT
	NUMBER TO PROCEED TO WRITTEN PHASE SUBJECT TO VALIDATION OF ELIGIBILITY
	Laureate Target for Competition

	
	FIELD
	
	
	

	EPSO/A/2/03
	A/Admin
	1694
	508
	245

	 
	Dom 1
	772
	223
	95

	 
	Dom 2
	362
	150
	65

	 
	Dom 3
	481
	116
	50

	 
	Dom 4
	79
	19
	35

	EPSO/C/2/03
	Secretary
	445
	246
	240


ASSISTANT TRANSLATORS BY LANGUAGE

	EPSO/LA/11/03
	NUMBER PRESENT
	NUMBER TO PROCEED TO WRITTEN PHASE SUBJECT TO VALIDATION OF ELIGIBILITY
	Laureate Target for Competition

	CZECH
	410
	301
	135

	ESTONIAN
	140
	118
	135

	HUNGARIAN
	675
	301
	135

	LITHUANIAN
	150
	123
	135

	LATVIAN
	82
	67
	135

	MALTESE
	40
	37
	135

	POLISH
	1191
	306
	135

	SLOVENE
	184
	155
	135

	SLOVAK
	435
	301
	135

	ALL LANGUAGES
	3307
	1709
	1215


 

For more information see: http://europa.eu.int/epso/index_en.htm
[Background paper EPSO/04/1]
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