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Week in Europe 23 – 29/2/04
European Commission

Eurobarometer 60 and Candidate Countries Eurobarometer 2003.4: EU seen as force for good in times of pessimism 

Brussels, 23 February 2004 – The latest Eurobarometer opinion polls in the current 15 member states and in the 10 future member states, the full results of which are published today, reveal that while most EU citizens are satisfied with their lives, concern is growing about the economic and employment outlook. However, despite a general decline in optimism, a large majority of people believe the EU plays a positive role in areas of major concern to citizens, such as the fight against terrorism. Asking the question for the first time, the survey found that more than a third of people in the EU-15 feel their national media do not give enough prominence to EU issues. And the citizens in the acceding countries do not feel well informed about enlargement either. With less than four months to go before the European Parliamentary elections, the surveys include a section on the Parliament. In the current member states, less than a third of respondents say they will definitely turn out to vote. In the future member states, citizens who will have the opportunity to vote for the first time, are also less interested in the elections than might be expected. All Eurobarometer surveys are available online at http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion 

[Background paper IP/04/251]

Commission and EEA make public extensive information about industrial pollution in your neighbourhood

Brussels/Copenhagen, 23 February 2004 – Today the European Commission and the European Environment Agency (EEA) launched the European Pollutant Emission Register (EPER), the first Europe-wide register of industrial emissions into air and water. For the first time, detailed information on pollution from around 10,000 large industrial facilities in the EU and Norway is publicly accessible on the internet http://www.eper.cec.eu.int/. EPER enables European citizens to exercise their 'right to know', allowing them, for example, to see how much pollution large industries in their neighbourhoods generate and to compare this with the situation in other parts of Europe. Companies can measure themselves against their competitors, and for their part, scientists, insurance companies, local authorities and policy makers now have a solid database to help them choose the most effective solutions for reducing industrial pollution.
[Background paper IP/04/249]

Wine labelling: Commission adopts amendments to Regulation 

Brussels, 23 February 2004 – The European Commission adopted today a set of amendments to the wine labelling regulation. With these amendments the two categories of "traditional expressions" used on wine labels to designate quality wines merged into one single category and third countries will be allowed to use them only if they comply with a set of strict conditions equivalent to those existing for Member States. Requests by third countries to use traditional expressions will be considered by the Commission and the Member States and the right of use will be granted if all conditions are fulfilled. The amendments were adopted in response to a number of concerns raised by third countries. 

[Background paper IP/04/254]

Towards a global partnership in the information society: way forward for the EU

Brussels, 25 February 2004 – The European Commission's view of the Declaration of Principles and Plan of Action agreed by UN Member States as a basis for a common approach to the Information Society are set out in a Commission Communication issued today. This Communication assesses the key results of the December 2003 Geneva World Summit on Information Society (WSIS). It states priorities and proposes ways to organise inputs for the second phase of the WSIS. That second stage will flesh out the Plan of Action with specific programmes and is scheduled to culminate in a WSIS summit meeting in Tunis from 16 to 18 November 2005.
[Background paper IP/04/261]

Commission suspends EU poultry imports from the USA after avian influenza outbreak in Texas

Brussels, 24 February 2004 – Following the confirmation of a highly pathogenic avian influenza (AI) outbreak in Texas (USA), the European Commission adopted the proposal from EU Health and Consumer Protection Commissioner David Byrne to suspend the import of live poultry, eggs and pet birds from this country into the European Union (EU) with immediate effect until 23 March. Avian influenza is a highly contagious poultry disease that can cause severe economic damage to the poultry industry and can, in exceptional cases, be transmitted to humans. 
[Background paper IP/04/257]

Commission's Annual Policy Strategy: Political and financial priorities for 2005

Brussels, 25 February 2004 – The Annual Policy Strategy adopted by the Commission today sets out the political priorities for 2005. This will be the guideline for the Commission's legislative programme and the allocation of resources. The top operational priority is the integration of the new Member States. Politically, the Commission wants to ensure that in the EU of 25 Member States and 450 million citizens competitiveness and cohesion are enhanced, security and European citizenship are guaranteed for a greater number of more mobile citizens, and that the Union will be able to take on more external responsibility. 

[Background paper IP/04/259]

Figures for asylum seekers in industrialised countries plummet in 2003
Brussels, 25 February 2004 – Claims for asylum in industrialised countries fell 20 per cent last year to the lowest level since 1997, the United Nations said on 24 February. Reporting a total of 471,600 asylum applications worldwide last year, UN refugee agency said the news reflected better conditions in places such as Afghanistan, Iraq and Kosovo. Russians topped the list of asylum-seekers as record numbers of Chechens fled insecurity. 

In the EU, the number of asylum seekers dropped by 22 percent, down from 370,000 in 2002 to 288,000 in 2003. Despite a fall in applications of 41 per cent, the UK remained the most popular destination among EU host countries with 61,050 applications followed by France (51,400) and Germany (50,450). Austria and Sweden topped the list setting out the number of asylum applications compared to their populations. 

Despite a May 2004 deadline set by the Amsterdam Treaty, Member States find it hard to reach an agreement on the draft directives on procedures for granting refugee status and the definition of refugees. Irish EU Presidency Ambassador, Anne Anderson admitted that meeting this deadline "will be a huge challenge".

Source: www.euractiv.com
Message from President Prodi on the tragic death of President Trajkovski

Brussels, 26 February 2004 – This is a very sad day. A very sad day for Macedonia that loses a wise and balanced leader. A very sad day for the Balkan region for whose integration he had spent so much effort. And a very sad day for Europe that loses a friend and a supporter of the values of tolerance on which our Union is based. 

And the feeling is even more bitter since today was meant to be a day of joy for Macedonia and for Boris Trajkovski. The day when Macedonia was submitting its candidacy to become member of the European Union. 

There are few men in Macedonia who have done more than President Trajkovski to achieve this objective. He has long been the architect and the guarantor of the European vocation of his country and certainly his best advocate towards the international community. His action during the years of his mandate has always been crucial to keep the compass in the direction of Europe. 

We all owe very much to Boris Trajkovski and my sincere hope is that his vision will be a legacy for all Macedonians and will strengthen even further their determination to join the European institutions soon. This will be the best way to honour the memory of a man who has devoted his entire life to the service and the comfort of his country and of his people. 

My deepest sympathy goes to the Government and to the people of Macedonia and to the loved ones of President Trajkosvki and of all members of his staff and the crew of the plane who have lost their lives. 

Migration to current EU from new Member States likely to be about 1 percent, report says

Brussels, 26 February 2004 – A study by the European Commission and the EU Foundation for the Improvement in Living and Working Conditions, based on a Eurobarometer poll shows that, even under conditions of full freedom of movement, migration from all new Member States to all current Member States would be likely to be about 1% of the working age population of the new Member States over the next five years approximately 220,000 per year, in a Union of 450 million. In similar surveys carried out within the EU, it has been shown that intentions on migration are much higher than actual migration. This report is very much in line with other similar studies carried out for the European Commission or by other independent bodies. For details of the study: 

http://www.eurofound.eu.int/newsroom/
migration.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/267]

The Commission rejects calls to drop the Kyoto Protocol

Brussels, 26 February 2004 – The European Commission strongly rejects all calls to change its position concerning the ratification of the Kyoto Protocol and its full implementation by the European Union. The Kyoto Protocol commits the EU to reducing its greenhouse gas emissions by 8 per cent between 1990 and 2008-2012. Under its internal "burden-sharing" agreement, that became legally binding for the Member States when the EU decided to ratify the Kyoto Protocol (Council Decision 2002/358/EC of 25 April 2002), each Member State has accepted a target for limiting or reducing its greenhouse gas emissions.

[Background paper IP/04/269]

European Ministerial Conference on Information Society: "New Opportunities for Growth in an Enlarged Europe" 

Brussels, 26 February 2004 – Hosted by the EU Irish Presidency, the Hungarian Government, and the European Commission, a two-day Ministerial Conference is starting today in Budapest on the eve of the Union's enlargement to twenty five Member States. The conference will review progress made in implementing the eEurope+ Action Plan launched at the Seville European Council in June 2001, and discuss joint challenges for the whole of Europe in the field of Information Society. Some 40 Ministers or their Deputies from the acceding Member States, candidate countries, several EU Member States and the South-East European Countries are expected to attend amongst the 500 participants which include high-level involvement of the private sector, academia and civil society. All member states will send a delegation to the event. Additional information on the conference can be found at: http://www.emcis2004.hu 

[Background paper IP/04/265]

Company law: Commission consults on the cross border transfer of companies' registered offices

Brussels, 26 February 2004 – The European Commission has launched an Internet consultation on the outline of the planned proposal for a Directive on the right of limited companies to transfer their registered office from one Member State to another. Two previous public consultation exercises, as well as the case law of the Court of Justice, have highlighted a need for clear EU framework legislation on this issue, so that companies can exercise their rights in the Internal Market. Those interested are invited to respond by 15 April 2004 to a quick and user-friendly questionnaire, using the Commission's Interactive Policy Making system and available through the Commission's dedicated consultation site "Your Voice in Europe" at:
http://europa.eu.int/yourvoice/consultations . 

[Background paper IP/04/270]

Eurostat

January 2004 Euro-zone annual inflation down to 1.9%; EU15 stable at 1.8% 

Luxembourg, 27 February 2004 – Euro-zone annual inflation fell from 2.0% in December 2003 to 1.9% in January 2004. A year earlier the rate was 2.1%. EU15 annual inflation remained stable at 1.8% between December 2003 and January 2004. A year earlier the rate was 2.0%. EEA annual inflation was 1.7% in January 2004. 

In January 2004, the highest annual rates were recorded in Greece (3.1%), Spain, Ireland and Luxembourg (2.3% each), and the lowest rates were observed in Finland (0.8%), Denmark (1.0%) and Austria (1.2%). Compared with December 2003, annual inflation fell in twelve Member States, rose in two and remained stable in one. Compared with January 2003, the biggest relative falls were in Denmark (2.6% to 1.0%), Ireland (4.7% to 2.3%) and Sweden (2.6% to 1.3%); the biggest relative rises were in Germany (0.9% to 1.3%), France (1.9% to 2.2%) and Belgium (1.2% to 1.4%). 

Lowest 12-month averages up to January 2004 were in Germany (1.1%), Finland (1.2%) and Austria (1.3%); highest were in Ireland (3.8%), Greece (3.4%) and Portugal (3.1%). 

[Background paper STAT/04/27]

Enlargement 

Report on the future of rural areas in the CEE New Member States 

Rural development measures have become more important in recent years and will gain further importance in future as shown in the conclusions of Second European Conference on Rural Development, held in Salzburg, in November 2003. The report "The Future of Rural Areas in the CEE New Member States" is an important reference document analysing the current situation and future prospects of rural areas in the eight Central and Eastern European countries (CEECs) acceding the European Union on May 1, 2004 as well as in Romania and Bulgaria. The report is mainly based on background information provided by the country experts of the "Network of Independent Agricultural Experts in the CEE Candidate Countries" and on available regional statistics. The analysis covers a number of important topics for rural regions: farm and food chain related analyses, rural labour market trends, rural infrastructure, rural and agricultural policies and concludes with a very detailed typology of rural areas. The report is available on the internet at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/publi/
reports/ccrurdev/index_en.htm 

New Member States' citizens fear higher prices

EU enlargement is supposed to be exporting stability. But on one level this does not hold true according to a survey on "Expectations of people in the EU accession states about life after 1 May 2004" published by the German pollster GfK on 20 February. 

The survey, which collates data from 9,600 respondents, shows that eight in ten respondents in the accession countries fear that joining the EU will result in price increases. On average people expect prices to go up by 30 per cent. In Cyprus and Slovakia this increase is expected to be over 40 per cent. 

Other areas, however, give rise to more optimistic expectations. Three in four respondents believe that EU membership promises good opportunities in terms of work and training in other EU Member States. Most optimistic of all are Lithuanians, 85 per cent of whom see positive future opportunities. 

The group that rates EU membership most positively is that of students. Almost 90 per cent think that, thanks to their country joining the EU, they will have the opportunity to study in another Member State. And there certainly will be more opportunities once their respective countries join the EU as their citizens will then be eligible to take part in EU education programmes such as Erasmus, Leonardo, Lingua and Minerva. 

Almost a third of respondents expect that open borders, free trade and the opportunity of cross-border employment will result in a better standard of living. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
Death of President Trajkovski puts Macedonia's EU application on hold

Macedonia's formal application for EU membership has been temporarily cancelled following the tragic death of President Trajkovski in a plane crash over Bosnia on 26 February. The formal application was to have been delivered by Prime Minister Branko Crvenkovski to the Irish Presidency in Dublin on the same day. Bertie Ahern, the Taoiseach and President of the European Council, expressed his deepest sympathies in a statement in which he assured the Prime Minister that "we will of course reschedule today's ceremony for a later date during Ireland's EU Presidency". 

Source: www.euractiv.com
Support for Turkey's EU bid on the rise

Momentum is building within the Commission for their full support of Turkey's bid to launch negotiations on the country's EU membership as there is growing confidence that the UN-brokered talks over Cyprus could lead to an agreement by 1 May 2004. Meanwhile, there is increasing appreciation within the EU of Turkey's commitment to reforms and its persistent campaign to join the Union. "There is no Plan B", the Financial Times quoted an EU official on 25 February. "It will be impossible to avoid starting negotiations".

Source: www.euractiv.com
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