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Week in Europe 15 – 21/3/04
Council

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the Presidential elections in Russia

Brussels, 17 March 2004 – The European Union congratulates President Putin on winning a second term as President of the Russian Federation. The EU welcomes the well organised and orderly Presidential elections in Russia on 14 March. This result, based on a high turnout of 61%, gives President Putin a strong mandate for his second term. 

The European Union welcomes the positive findings of the International Election Observation Mission (IEOM) in its preliminary report of 15 March 2004. The report notes that there was a "genuine wish to enfranchise as many people as possible" and that the election was well administered. The report goes on to note that the legal framework established by the Russian authorities "promoted openness and transparency both in the conduct and organisation of the election." 

However, the European Union is concerned by the finding that "the State-controlled media displayed clear bias in favour of the incumbent" and that the authorities failed to attempt to rectify this situation during the campaign. Open debate in the media, in which all points of view can be 

heard, is an essential feature of pluralist democracy. The European Union calls on Russia to take steps to ensure that future elections meet more fully Council of Europe and OSCE standards, including a free media. 

The European Union looks forward to a strengthening of EU-Russia relations based on a sustained commitment to pluralism and democratisation and the standards of the Council of Europe and the OSCE. The European Union therefore encourages the political authorities in Russia to draw the appropriate conclusions from the shortcomings identified by the IEOM report. In this regard, the European Union welcomes President Putin's commitment to continue to build up and strengthen a multiparty system in the country, to develop civil society, and to make every effort to ensure freedom of the press. 

The Acceding Countries Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia, the Candidate Countries Bulgaria, Romania and Turkey, and the EFTA countries Iceland and Norway, members of the European Economic Area, align themselves with this declaration. 

[Background paper P/04/36]

Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the situation concerning the Georgian Autonomous Republic of Adjara

Brussels, 17 March 2004 – The European Union is closely monitoring the situation in Georgia, particularly concerning the Georgian Autonomous Republic of Adjara. 

The EU reaffirms its attachment to the sovereignty and territorial integrity of Georgia. The EU calls on all sides to refrain from any further escalation which could result in violence. It urges both the central government in Tbilisi and the authorities in Batumi to re-establish dialogue at the highest level with a view to finding a peaceful solution acceptable to all and in the interest of Georgia. The EU is ready to contribute to such a settlement together with the other international organisations and key players in the region. 

The EU Special Representative for the South Caucasus, Ambassador Heikki Talvitie, flew to Tbilisi yesterday, Tuesday 16 March 2004. He had meetings there to discuss the situation with President Saakashvili, as well as with the Adjaran representative in Tbilisi. Today he flew to Poti where he has met with Prime Minister Zhvania and other officials. The EU Special Representative is keeping the Council fully informed of latest developments. 

The EU supports and values today's visit to Batumi of Mrs Nino Burjanadze, Speaker of the Georgian Parliament. This should pave the way for a visit of President Saakashvili to Batumi as soon as possible. Such a visit by President Saakashvili should in turn serve to create conditions for holding free and fair parliamentary elections in Adjara, as in the rest of Georgia, on 28 March. 

The EU urges the authorities of the Georgian Autonomous Republic of Adjara to respect human rights, democratic principles and the rule of law, and to allow for orderly preparations for free and fair parliamentary elections. 

The Acceding Countries Cyprus, the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, the Slovak Republic and Slovenia align themselves with this declaration. 

[Background paper P/04/37]
Declaration by the Presidency on behalf of the European Union on the Transitional Administrative Law in Iraq
Brussels, 19 March 2004 – The European Union commends the consensus reached by the various parties in Iraq in signing the new transitional Administrative Law on 8 March. The EU regards this as an encouraging development in the transition process and expresses the hope that it will lead to the restoration of a sovereign, independent, democratic and peaceful Iraq to the international community.

It is the strong desire of the EU to see sovereignty restored in full to the Iraqi people. We will continue to support efforts aimed at achieving this goal. In particular, we fully support the work of the UN and welcome its continued involvement in the process.

[Background paper P/04/38]
EU unites in the fight against Terrorism
Brussels, 19 March 2004 – The Irish Minister for Justice, Equality and Law Reform, Mr Michael McDowell, has expressed satisfaction at the outcome of the extraordinary meeting of the Justice and Home Affairs Council meeting which was held as a result of the recent terrorist attack in Madrid. Minister McDowell announced that the Council has agreed a draft Declaration on Combating Terrorism incorporating a number of measures that the Minister believes will result in a strong manifesto for a renewed attack on all aspects of the terrorist threat to Europe. The measures contained in the draft Declaration, by necessity, fall to be implemented across the institutions of the Union and by Member States themselves.  They will now be considered by Foreign Affairs Ministers next Monday and Tuesday, before going before the Heads of State and Government. Interior Ministers and Member States permanent representatives to the EU agreed in principle to a proposal by EU foreign policy chief Javier Solana to appoint a European security coordinator. The new post would be held by a top level Council official under the responsibility of Javier Solana. This represents a setback for the European Commission, which had been eyeing up the post. For more information see Presidency News and www.euractiv.com. For Provisional conclusion see 7555/04 (Presse 94)
European Commission

European Commission recommends more effective crime prevention policy in the EU

Brussel. 15 March 2004 – The European Commission has adopted a Communication on crime prevention in the EU. With this Communication, the Commission intends to contribute to the attainment of the objective set in the Treaty of Amsterdam to provide citizens with a high level of safety within an area of freedom, security and justice. 

Juvenile, urban and drug-related crime like domestic burglary, theft from vehicles or street robbery figure among the main concerns of European citizens. How to best prevent these forms of crime is the major aim of this new Communication

 [Background paper IP/04/336]

EUROPA site moves to 20 languages

Brussels, 16 March 2004 – Commission President Romano Prodi and the 10 Commissioners-designate launched a first wave of websites on the European Union in the languages of the new Member States today. At the end of the first informal meeting of the enlarged College, President Prodi stressed the right of each and every EU citizen to be informed about the major decisions of the Union in their own language. He said: "The EU needs the support of its citizens, and to have that, it must show respect for their cultural identities and their diversity. The ability for EU citizens to interact with the European Institutions in their language is a fundamental prerequisite of a democratic Europe". The launch of the first wave of EUROPA pages in 9 new languages was accompanied by the launch of a new Internet page introducing the ten Commissioners-Designate from the 10 new Member States. See:

http://europa.eu.int/ 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/commissioners/
10comm_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/341]

Commissioner Monti's statement on Microsoft

Brussels, 18 March 2004 – I would just like to inform you that a settlement on the Microsoft case has not been possible. 

I therefore intend to propose to my colleagues in the Commission next Wednesday to adopt a decision, which has already received the unanimous backing of Member States. 

I would like to stress the constructive and co-operative spirit displayed by Microsoft in the last few weeks. I also want to acknowledge the high degree of professionalism of the members of the Microsoft team at all levels. 

We made substantial progress towards resolving the problems which have arisen in the past but we were unable to agree on commitments for future conduct. 

In the end, I had do decide what was best for competition and consumers in Europe. I believe they will be better served with a decision that creates a strong precedent. 

It is essential to have a precedent which will establish clear principles for the future conduct of a company with such a strong dominant position in the market. 
Eurostat

First notification of deficit and debt data for 2003  Euro-zone government deficit at 2.7% of GDP and public debt at 70.4% of GDP

Luxembourg, 16 March 2004 – In 2003, the government deficit and debt of both the euro-zone and the EU15 worsened compared to 2002. 

In the euro-zone, the government deficit increased from 2.3% of GDP in 2002 to 2.7% in 2003, and in the EU15 the deficit rose from 2.0% in 2002 to 2.6% in 20038. In all, eleven countries saw a worsening of their public balance in terms of GDP. In 2003, the largest government deficits relative to GDP were recorded by France (-4.1%), Germany (-3.9%), the United Kingdom (-3.2%), and the Netherlands (-3.0%). Three Member States continued to register government surpluses in 2003: Finland (+2.3%), Denmark (+1.5%), and Belgium (+0.2%), while Sweden (+0.7%), Spain (+0.3%) and Ireland (+0.2%) moved from deficit into surplus.

The 10 Acceding Countries have notified for the first time, for information purposes, their deficit and debt figures under the same reporting conditions as for Member States. The highest deficits for 2003, as a percentage of GDP, were registered by the Czech Republic (-12.9%), Malta (-9.7%), Cyprus (-6.3%), and Hungary (-5.9%). Only Estonia (+2.6%) recorded a surplus. The highest levels of government debt in relation to GDP were reported by Cyprus (72.2%) and Malta (72.0%), and the lowest levels by Estonia (5.8%), Latvia (15.6%), and Lithuania (21.9%).

[Background paper STAT/04/38]

February 2004 Euro-zone annual inflation down to 1.6%; EU15 down to 1.5% 

Luxembourg, 17 March 2004 – Euro-zone annual inflation fell from 1.9% in January to 1.6% in February 2004, Eurostat, reports. A year earlier the rate was 2.4%. EU15 annual inflation fell from 1.8% in January to 1.5% in February 2004. A year earlier the rate was 2.3%. These are the lowest annual inflation rates in both the euro-zone and EU15 since November 1999. EEA annual inflation was 1.5% in February 2004. 

In February 2004, the highest annual rates were recorded in Greece (2.6%), Italy and Luxembourg (2.4% each), and the lowest rates were observed in Sweden (0.2%), Finland (0.4%) and Denmark (0.7%). Compared with January 2004, annual inflation fell in twelve Member States and rose in three. Compared with February 2003, all the Member States registered a decrease in their annual inflation rates. The biggest relative falls were in Sweden (3.3% to 0.2%), Finland (2.1% to 0.4%) and Denmark (2.9% to 0.7%). Lowest 12-month averages up to February 2004 were in Germany (1.0%), Finland (1.1%) and Austria (1.2%); highest were in Ireland (3.5%), Greece (3.3%) and Portugal (2.9%). 

[Background paper STAT/04/39]
Court of Auditors
Launch of the upgraded Internet site of the European Court of Auditors today at http://www.eca.eu.int/ 

Luxembourg, 17 March 2004 – In readiness for the accession of 10 new countries to the European Union, the European Court of Auditors today launches its upgraded website with the aim of making it more user-friendly and its content more easily accessible to the public in the enlarged Union and beyond. Furthermore, the website will be available in all the 20 official EU languages from May 2004. 

The layout of the upgraded website has been renewed. The Court's News topics, News photo and the Calendar of events, together with a rolling menu, are the new main features of homepages in each language. The content structure of the site has been reorganised to facilitate navigation, thereby making the website quicker and easier to use. The Court's special reports, specific annual reports and opinions are now presented by theme, and the titles and subtitles in the menu are accompanied by introductive pages which help the user find the relevant information faster.
[Background paper ECA/04/6]
Enlargement

"Bulgaria's EU accession within reach", says EU Farm Commissioner Fischler

Sofia, 16 March 2004 – Speaking on the occasion of an official visit to Bulgaria today, Franz Fischler, EU Commissioner for Agriculture, Rural Development and Fisheries said that Bulgaria's accession to the EU was within reach. "The clear objective of the European Commission and the Member States is to welcome Bulgaria as a member of the EU in 2007. The EU will aim at concluding the accession negotiations in 2004. The Accession Treaty could be signed as soon as possible in 2005. But whether this ambitious timetable can be met will be up to Bulgaria and the progress it makes. Having already dealt with many difficult chapters in the accession negotiations, Bulgaria is well on track to end negotiations in 2004", he underlined. More information on the Common Agricultural Policy, the reforms and enlargement at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/agriculture/index_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/356]
Translation of the ‘Acquis’ still not finished

Time is running out as translators from the new Member States burn the midnight oil to make sure that the acquis communautaire, the full body of EU legislation which amounts to some 85,000 pages, is rendered into their respective languages by 1 May 2004. 

Of the nine new languages, Czech, Estonian, Latvian and Lithuanian are all running behind schedule but Maltese is said to be the main problem because there is such a shortage of Maltese translators. But here English, increasingly the de facto global lingua franca, is likely to save the day because it also happens to be an official language in Malta. 

The other major 'language problem' may be Turkish but that depends on whether Cyprus joins the EU on 1 May as a united or divided island. 

Should translation difficulties delay the official publication of the acquis in certain languages then this could, in theory, open up the possibility of lawsuits being filed by EU citizens. According to the Financial Times, a spokesperson for Enlargement Commissioner Gunther Verheugen has said that individuals could claim in the European Court of Justice that EU law did not apply to them if it had not been published in their native tongue. 

The Commission's DG Enlargement spokesman Jean-Christophe Filori told EurActiv that they were pulling out all the stops to have the acquis ready on time in all the different language versions. Ultimately, the responsibility for specific language translations lies with each of the individual new Member States concerned. 

The list of languages - Estonian, Latvian, Lithuanian, Hungarian, Czech, Slovakian, Slovene, Polish and Maltese - is quite a mouthful. Adding these nine languages to the existing eleven will be one of the challenges for the post-enlargement EU as it seeks to ensure that the Union retains its unique multilingual nature whilst keeping a lid on translating and interpreting costs. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
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