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Week in Europe 5 – 11/4/04
Council
Countering terrorism Council updates list of terrorist organisations

Brussels, 5 April 2004 – The Council decided on 2 April to update the EU list of terrorist organisations and persons linked to terrorist activities, which was first updated in December 2001 in the wake of the terrorist attacks of 11 September and last updated on 22 December 2003. 

The list was updated by means of: 

· A Common Position updating Common Position 2001/931/CFSP on specific measures to combat terrorism and repealing Common Position 2003/906/CFSP; (doc. 7603/04) 

· A Decision aimed at implementing specific restrictive measures under Regulation 2580/2001 against certain persons and entities, and repealing Decision 2003/902/EC. (doc. 7604/04) 

The measures include: 

· The freezing of funds and other financial assets and economic resources. 

· Ensuring that funds, financial assets or economic resources or financial or other related services are not made available, directly or indirectly, for the benefit of specified persons, groups and entities. 

· Police and judicial cooperation between the Member States. 

The Common Position and the Decision, including the updated list, were published in the Official Journal on 3 April (JO L 99): http://europa.eu.int/eur-lex/en/oj/index.html 

[Background paper C/04/92]
European Parliament

EP annual report on human rights focuses on terrorism

MEPs in the Foreign Affairs Committee adopted the EP annual report 2003 on human rights in the world for 2003 on 6 April 2004. The report, drafted by Véronique De Keyser (PES, Belgium), puts the spotlight on the fight against terrorism, reproductive health and the rights of disabled people. Conservative MEPs had previously blocked approval of the report, claiming it gave too much backing to terrorists and not enough to their victims. Following the bombings in Madrid, the parts of the report dealing with the fight against terrorism have been modified. 

The report stresses that the fight against terrorism has to take place in the framework of international law and that democratic countries must set an example. MEPs call on the US authorities to put an immediate end to the legal limbo in which the detainees held in Guantánamo Bay have been placed and to grant them access to justice. 

MEPs insist that concerns on human rights situations must be discussed more openly and regularly at association/cooperation councils and at EU summits with third countries and that the human rights issues should be reflected in the meetings' conclusions. 

Turning to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the Foreign Affairs Committee condemns all acts of violence, including extra-judicial killings, indiscriminate terrorist attacks, the continuing Israeli settlement activities and the construction of the "security fence". 

Protection of the fundamental rights of disabled people, of whom the UN says there are more than 500 million in the world, occupies another central place in the report. MEPs deplore the human rights violations experienced by many disabled people in the world, notably those living in institutions where they are subject to degrading treatment, violence and abuse. They condemn the unacceptable obstacles faced in some countries by disabled children, adolescents and students in gaining access to education or training. MEPs express full support to the signing of a new international convention to ensure the full enjoyment of human rights by disabled people. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
European Commission

Europeans' trust in food highest for fruits and vegetables, lowest for "junk food" 

Brussels, 5 April 2004 – Consumer trust in food is high in the United Kingdom, Denmark, and Norway, but low in Italy and Portugal and relatively low in Germany. Research also shows that consumers in these countries are most sceptical about meat products, fast-food outlets and food processors. These findings are revealed in the recently published study "Trust in Food in Europe, A Comparative Analysis". The research presents data from surveys completed in the above mentioned six countries. The study was conducted as part of the EU TRUST IN FOOD project (2002-2004). The project aimed to provide a better understanding of the reasons behind, and the implications of, varying levels of consumer trust in the field of food. In addition to surveys, institutional studies were carried out in the six countries and at EU level. The initiative is part of general EU research on consumer perception and behaviour, socio-economic and demographic factors, as well as the acceptability of typical food products. The study: C. Poppe & U. Kjaernes,
http://www.trustinfood.org
[Background paper IP/04/454]

Thirty-nine companies and associations sign the European Road Safety Charter

Brussels, 6 April 2004 – Hosted by Minister Seamus Brennan from the Irish Presidency, the first Official Signing Event of the European Road Safety Charter took place in Dublin Castle today. In the presence of the European transport ministers, European Commission Vice-President, Loyola de Palacio invited thirty-nine companies and associations to sign the Charter (see annexes). Announced in 2003 in the European Road Safety Action Programme, the purpose of the Charter is to integrate civil society in the endeavour to reach the EU target of halving the number of road deaths by 2010. [Background paper IP/04/462]

Commission urges rapid action to ensure full implementation of the 2001 Framework Decision on money laundering and confiscation of the proceeds of crime

Brussels, 6 April 2004 – The Commission has adopted a draft report on the measures taken by the Member States to comply with the Council Framework Decision of 26 June 2001 on money laundering, the identification, tracing, freezing, seizing and confiscation of instruments and proceeds of crime. The report - transmitted to the European Parliament, the Council and the European Economic and Social Committee - includes an attachment which specifies, for each article of the Framework Decision, the implementing provisions taken by each of the Member States. The report concludes that a number of Member States still have a long way to go to ensure the rapid and complete transposition of the Framework Decision. The Commission urges them to take the remaining measures as quickly as possible and to inform it of the measures taken no later than 1 September 2004. This is one of the measures which the European Council identified in its Declaration on the fight against terrorism adopted on 25/26 March 2004. 

[Background paper IP/04/461]

Commission Spring Economic Forecasts 2004-2005 for the euro area, the European Union and the Acceding and Candidate countries 

Brussels, 7 April 2004 – After bottoming out in the first half of 2003, the economies of the euro area and EU turned around in the second half of the year. The average growth rate for the year as a whole is estimated to have been 0.4% in the euro area and 0.8% in the EU. In view of the buoyancy of global growth and trade and the returning confidence of domestic producers and consumers, the recovery is set to gather momentum this year. A rebound to average growth rates of 1.7% for the euro area and 2% for the EU is projected for 2004, levelling off at around 2.4% in 2005. Apart from the external stimulus from global demand, the main factors behind the outlook for the recovery include accommodative macroeconomic policy conditions, continued disinflation, supportive financial conditions, and progress in structural reforms. The recovery is underpinned by a rise in investment expenditure, supported by a more gradual pick-up in private consumption. Despite this projected increase in the momentum of economic activity, the protracted downturn should continue to weigh on the performance of the labour market. Employment growth is expected to register 0.3% in 2004 and a somewhat better 0.9% in 2005. More detailed information on the forecasts is available in European Economy, published on the internet at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/
publications/european_economy/
forecasts_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/466]

Commission recommends concrete action to promote growth and employment in the enlarged Union

Brussels, 7 April 2004 – The first update of the Broad Economic Policy Guidelines (BEPGs), adopted by the European Commission today, reaffirms the economic policy strategy adopted by the European Council last June and confirms that this strategy is also appropriate for the acceding countries. The Commission will also adopt in parallel recommendations on employment, drawing on policy lines agreed at the European Council in March 2004, and the findings of the European Employment Task Force, chaired by Wim Kok, while maintaining the same framework of European Employment Strategy and Guidelines as revised in 2003. While the challenges facing the new Member States are similar to those of the EU-15, the scale of these challenges is, in some cases, much greater. Overall unemployment and the budget deficit are both around double that of the EU-15, while income per capita is less than half that in the EU-15. But the situation varies considerably between the new Member States. Taking due account of their different performances, country-specific recommendations are presented to each of them. The full document is available on:
http://europa.eu.int/comm/economy_finance/
publications/
broadeconomypolicyguidelines_en.htm, 
Employment recommendations for 2004

http://europa.eu.int/comm/employment_social/
news/2004/apr/egl2004_en.html 

[Background paper IP/04/467]
Commission adopts new safe harbour for licensing of patents, know-how and software copyright

Brussels, 7 April 2004 – The European Commission adopted today new rules for applying competition policy to the licensing of patents, know-how and software copyright. The rules reduce bureaucracy and increase legal certainty for companies as more licensing agreements will benefit from a regulatory safe harbour, saving many agreements from individual scrutiny. They will also effectively contribute to the dissemination of technology and know how within the European Union, in line with the objectives set at the Lisbon Council in 2001. The new policy is part of the fundamental reform of the enforcement rules for antitrust which will come into force on May the 1st. The Regulation and Guidelines will be published in the Official Journal and will also be available on the internet at the following address: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/competition/
whatsnew.html 

[Background paper IP/04/470]

Enlargement

Commission prepares the necessary steps to welcome a united Cyprus into the European Union on 1 May 2004

Brussels, 7 April 2004 – As foreseen by the Accession Treaty, the European Commission today proposed to adapt the terms of the accession of Cyprus with a view to welcoming a united island on 1 May 2004. However, such re-unification will only be possible if both the Greek Cypriot and Turkish Cypriot communities approve the comprehensive settlement presented by the United Nations at the separate referenda scheduled for 24 April. 

On 31 March 2004, UN Secretary-General, Kofi Annan submitted to the parties concerned the finalised "Comprehensive Settlement of the Cyprus Problem". His proposal shall be submitted for approval at separate simultaneous referenda in both Cypriot communities on 24 April 2004 as already agreed by all parties in New York on 13 February 2004. After successful outcomes of the referenda a reunited island would join the European Union. 

It should be recalled that the European Council has repeatedly expressed its readiness to accommodate the terms of a settlement in line with the principles on which the European Union is founded. 

In the event of settlement, the Accession Treaty foresees a special procedure for the adaptations to the terms concerning the accession of Cyprus to the European Union with regard to the Turkish Cypriot community. The legal basis for the attached draft Act of Adaptation is Article 4 Protocol No. 10 of the Act of Accession. 

The proposed act accommodates the terms of the settlement and recognises the particular national identity of Cyprus and the need to protect the overall balance between Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots. It takes account of large economic disparities between the (future) Cypriot constituent states and the economic situation in the (future) Turkish Cypriot constituent state in general. 

The act also takes account of the special relations of Greek Cypriots and Turkish Cypriots with Greece and Turkey respectively. It should be stressed that the draft act does not include permanent derogations from the acquis, but only transitional periods. 

The finalised comprehensive settlement ensures that the United Cyprus Republic is able to speak with one voice and to fully participate in the EU´s decision-making process, and that the acquis is properly applied and enforced on the island. 

In case of a reunification, federal and constituent state elections will be held on 13 June 2004, together with the elections for the European Parliament. 

As promised, the Commission will organise on the 15th of April in Brussels a high level meeting to prepare a donor's conference with the aim to finance the housing needs resulting from the implementation of the comprehensive settlement.

[Background paper IP/04/471]

Both Cypriot leaders come out against UN plan

Greek Cypriot leader Tassos Papadopoulos and Turkish Cypriot leader Rauf Denktash have both publicly condemned the UN plan, which both the EU and the United States have recognised as a fair attempt to end the island's decades-long division. 

"I call on you to reject the [UN] Annan plan. I call on you to say a strong 'no' to defend your rights and your history and your moral values", Mr Papadopoulos said in a speech on 7 April. "This plan does not meet even our minimum requirements", he added. In Mr Papadopoulos' opinion the UN plan would pose a threat to the security of the Greek community as it would disband the Greek Cypriot army. 

Mr Denktash said that "I have already announced that I have launched [the 'no' campaign]. I have made it very clear [what result I want]." Mr Denktash fears that under the UN plan the majority Greek Cypriots would swamp the Turkish community. 

Under the UN plan, Cyprus would be reunited within the framework of a loose federation of two largely self-governing states. Cyprus, which has been divided along ethnic lines since 1974, is scheduled to join the EU on 1 May. If either community votes "no" in the 24 April twin referenda, only the internationally recognised southern Greek Cypriot community will join. Opinion polls have projected an outright rejection by Greek Cypriots and approval by Turkish Cypriots by a thin majority. 

Meanwhile, the EU is preparing to stage a preparatory donors' conference for Cyprus next week fuelled by optimism that the referenda will produce a positive result, Enlargement Commissioner Günter Verheugen has announced. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
Slovenes vote against restoring minority rights

In a non-binding referendum on 4 April, around 95 per cent of the voters opposed restoring rights as legal residents of Slovenia to over 18,000 people - mostly Croats, Bosnians and Serbs - who were deleted from the state records after Slovenia declared independence in 1991. Only four per cent of the voters recommended that the government restore rights to the group. Turnout was 31 per cent. The referendum was called after pressure from the far-right Slovene National Party and three other conservative parties. 

According to analysts, the results of the referendum, which came ahead of parliamentary elections scheduled for the autumn of 2004, indicated rising nationalist sentiment in the country. Slovenia's nationalists argue that by restoring rights to the "erased" (as the affected minority groups are referred to by the public) the country could eventually be forced to pay enormous sums in compensation claims. 

Slovenia has recently become a member of NATO and is scheduled to join the EU on 1 May. 

Source: www.euractiv.com
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