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Week in Europe 3 – 9/5/04
Constitution

New Member States' priorities in IGC talks

The inter-governmental conference (IGC) was launched on 4 October 2003 by the Italian Presidency with the objective of concluding negotiatons on the Constitution for the European Union. The IGC was preceded by the European Convention which had held meetings between February 2002 and July 2003. At the end of its mandate it proposed a "Draft Treaty establishing a Constitution for Europe". The IGC failed to meet its initial end of 2003 deadline, primarily due to Polish and Spanish resistance to proposed changes to the voting system in the Council. 

Positions on new Member States: 

	Country
	Commission
	QMV in Council
	Number of MEPs
	Other

	Cyprus
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	parity in double majority: 50-50
	wishes to keep Nice proposal of 6 MEPs (as opposed to Convention's proposal of 4 from 2009)
	

	Czech Republic
	1 voting Commissioner per MS (number of voting Commissioners could be reduced at a certain point in future, but not from 2009)
	supports parity in double majority: 55-55 or 50-50
	
	supports team presidencies (Irish Presidency's proposal) and the Naples compromise on defence 

	Estonia
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	prefers Nice but could support double majority if parity is agreed: 55-55 or 60-60
	minimum number of seats to be set at 5
	unanimity in taxation and social security

	Hungary
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	accepted Convention's proposal at the time but could support double majority with parity principle: 60-60, 55-55, 50-50 (condition: population element cannot exceed 60%)
	
	generally supports the proposal of the Convention; wishes to retain unanimity in defence and culture

	Latvia
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	supports double majority; acceptable arrangements: 50-50, 60-60, or 55-50
	wishes to increase the number of its MEPs from 4 (Convention's draft) to 5
	unanimity voting for taxation and social security

	Lithuania
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	favours double majority with parity: eg 55-55
	supports compromise reached under the Italian Presidency
	in favour of concluding IGC in June; opposes re-opening chapters closed under Italian Presidency

	Malta
	1 voting Commissioner per MS
	
	raise minimum number of MEPs to 6
	reference to Europe's Christian heritage

	Poland
	supports Convention's proposal
	rejected double majority formula in December 2003 IGC; wishes to find a solution between (a combination of?) Convention's proposal & Nice; waits for Presidency's new proposal
	supports Convention's proposal
	supports Convention's proposal

	Slovakia
	1 voting Commissioner per Member State
	favours Nice but could also accept double majority
	
	"Constitutional Treaty" to be official name; unanimity in taxation, defence, economic and social cohesion

	Slovenia
	1 voting Commissioner per Member State
	supports double majority if parity is maintained: 50-50, 55-55 or 60-60 would be acceptable
	minimum number of MEPs per country to be increased from 4 to 5
	wishes to maintain unanimity for EU finances and EU budget


Source: www.euractiv.com
Council

Dublin meeting to reaffirm EU's commitment to the Barcelona Process

Brussels, 4 May 2004 – Foreign Ministers from an enlarged EU meet with their Mediterranean counterparts in Dublin on 5 and 6 May in the framework of the Barcelona Process. The meeting takes place at a crucial time in the EU's relations with the Mediterranean region. The EU will use this occasion to underline its solidarity with its southern neighbours, and seek to develop further co-operation with a region convulsed by the volatile situations in Iraq and the Middle East. More information on the EU-Mediterranean and Middle East relations at http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/med_mideast/intro/index.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/591]

European Court of Auditors

Following enlargement, new Members of the European Court of Auditors nominated today

Luxembourg, 7 May 2004 – Based on the proposals of the national governments of the new Member States, and after consultation of the European Parliament, the Council of Ministers today nominated the following new Members to the European Court of Auditors: 

Mr Jan KINŠT, Czech Republic 

Ms Kersti KALJULAID, Estonia 

Mr Igors LUDBORZS, Latvia 

Ms Irena PETRUSKEVICIENE, Lithuania 

Mr Gejza HALÁSZ, Hungary 

Mr Josef BONNICI, Malta 

Mr Jacek UCZKIEWICZ, Poland 

Mr Vojko Anton ANTONCIC, Slovenia 

Mr Julius MOLNAR, Slovakia 

The new organisation chart, individual photographs and Curriculum Vitaes of the enlarged European Court of Auditors will be become available shortly at http://www.eca.eu.int/. The new Members of the Court will be formally sworn in at the Court of Justice of the European Communities on 7 June 2004. 

European Commission

Commission to recover Euro 119.46 million of CAP expenditure from the Member States

Brussels, 3 May 2004 – A total of € 119.46 million of EU farm money misspent by Member States is to be claimed back, following a decision adopted by the European Commission. The money is to be recovered because of inadequate control procedures or non-compliance with EU rules on agricultural expenditure. While Member States are responsible for paying out and checking virtually all expenditure under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP), the Commission is required to ensure that Member States have made correct use of the funds. 

[Background paper IP/04/582]

e-Health: better health and healthcare through the use of information and communications technologies 

Brussels, 3 May 2004 – An action plan just adopted by the European Commission shows how information and communication technologies can be used to deliver better quality health care Europe-wide. The "e-Health action plan" covers everything from electronic prescriptions and computerised health records to using new systems and services to cut waiting times and reduce errors. The proposals will contribute to better care at the same or lower cost. The action plan sets out the objective of a "European e-Health Area" and identifies practical steps to get there through work on electronic health records, patient identifiers and health cards, and the faster rollout of high speed Internet access for health systems to allow the full potential of eHealth to be delivered. To add momentum Member States should develop national and regional e-Health strategies and work needs to progress to allow measurement of the impact of eHealth technologies on the quality and efficiency of services, as well as overall productivity. By the end of the decade, e-Health will become commonplace for health professionals, patients and citizens. The action plan is the third element of the Commission's recent activities in the health area (IP/04/508). The two other activities address patient mobility and the benchmarking of national reforms in health care, long-term care and social protection. For further information on eHealth see: 

http://europa.eu.int/information_society/qualif/
health/index_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/580]

Safety first : new guidelines to help keep dangerous products off the EU's internal market 

Brussels, 3 May 2004 – The European Commission has adopted guidelines for improving the functioning of the EU's Rapid Information System on dangerous consumer products (RAPEX). The Commission now typically receives between four and six safety alerts each week via this system from national consumer protection authorities around the EU. The dangers presented often include risks of choking and suffocation, electric shocks and fires. The type of products most often notified in these alerts are toys, followed by electrical appliances. The RAPEX system was recently strengthened by the coming into force on 15 January of the new revised General Product Safety Directive which introduced new obligations for businesses to alert the authorities to dangerous products (see IP/04/53). Since February, the Commission is also publishing weekly summaries of alerts received (see IP/04/183). The RAPEX guidelines clarify Member State authorities' obligations to notify dangerous products to the Commission and to take action when they receive a dangerous product alert via RAPEX. They also provide practical guidance on how to make a notification and set deadlines for the various stages in the notification and follow up procedures. For more information about RAPEX, including the full text of the guidelines and details of recent alerts see: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/consumers/cons_safe/prod_safe/gpsd/rapex_en.htm#overviews
EU rules on animal by-products set to apply for imports

Brussels, 3 May 2004 – The European Commission has adopted a series of transitional and permanent implementing measures to prepare for the application of the import provisions of the Animal By-Products Regulation as of 1 May last. The key objective of the Regulation was to revamp the veterinary legislation on animal by-products (i.e. parts of a slaughtered animal that are not consumed by humans), basically only allowing certain products to enter the feed chain. For more information see

http://europa.eu.int/comm/food/food/biosafety/
animalbyproducts/index_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/588]

Public procurement: the Commission launches a debate on applying Community law to public-private partnerships

Brussels, 4 May 2004 – On the basis of a Green Paper, the European Commission has launched a debate on the desirability of adapting the Community rules on public procurement and concessions to accommodate the development of public-private partnerships (PPPs). The main objective is to see whether it is necessary to improve the current rules in order to ensure that economic operators have access to PPPs under conditions of legal clarity and real competition. Over the last ten years PPPs have been developing in several member states. They are now used in many areas of the public sector. The choice of a private partner by a public authority must be made in accordance with Community rules on the awarding of public contracts. However, there is no specific system under Community law for PPPs and the Community rules on awarding public contracts are applied to PPPs with differing degrees of intensity. The Green Paper sets out the scope of Community rules, with a view to identifying any uncertainties and assessing to what extent Community intervention might be necessary. The full text of the Green Paper is available at the following address: http://europa.eu.int/comm/internal_market/ppp 

[Background paper IP/04/593]

EURODAC detects 7% of multiple asylum applications during its first year of activity

Brussels, 5 May 2004 – The first evaluation report on the functioning of EURODAC, the EU-wide fingerprint database for the comparison of the fingerprints of asylum seekers and illegal entrants to help establish which Member State is responsible for examining an asylum application, shows that EURODAC has made an excellent start. The evaluation report highlights very satisfactory results on the activities of the EURODAC Central Unit, in terms of efficiency, quality of service and cost-effectiveness. It is clear that in its first year EURODAC has been established as a front line asylum management tool for the EU. 

[Background paper IP/04/581]

Chinese Prime Minister Wen Jiabao pays an official visit to the European institutions

Brussels, 5 May 2004 – Prime Minister Wen Jiabao of the People's Republic of China will visit the European institutions on 5-6 May 2004, at the invitation of European Commission President Romano Prodi. Mr Wen will have meetings with President Prodi and High Representative Solana to discuss ways to enhance the rapidly growing partnership between the EU and China. An important agreement on customs cooperation will be initialled during the visit, while policy dialogues on competition, trade and textiles will be formally launched. For EU-China relations, see: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/external_relations/
china/intro/index.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/595]

Cohesion Forum: Key event on cohesion policy reform in Brussels

Brussels, 6 May 2004 – On 10 and 11 May, the Third European Cohesion Forum will take place in Brussels. It will be opened by the President of the European Commission, Romano Prodi and the newly appointed Commissioner responsible for regional policy, Jacques Barrot. This event will bring together more than 1,200 key players from the European, national and regional level of 25 Member States to debate the future of cohesion policy after 2006. On 18 February this year, the European Commission adopted the Third Report on Economic and Social Cohesion setting out a new vision for cohesion policy for the enlarged European Union for the period 2007-2013. The proposals include new priorities, a reform of the implementing system and the budgetary resources needed for cohesion policy in an enlarged Union. Conference website: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/regional_policy/
debate/forcom2004_en.htm 

[Background paper IP/04/604]

Human genetic testing: implications and recommendations

Brussels, 6 May 2004 – Genetic testing identifies illnesses that might be linked to our genes. It can help recognise hereditary diseases, tailor cures to an individual's genetic make-up and develop new drugs. But its use also has important ethical implications. At a conference on "Human genetic testing: what implications?" organised by European Research Commissioner Philippe Busquin in Brussels today and tomorrow, a High Level expert group will present a report and 25 recommendations on how genetic testing can be used in a responsible and ethical way. The Expert Group, chaired by Mrs Eryl McNally, Member of the European Parliament, includes scientists and representatives from different academic backgrounds (law, philosophy, ethics and medicine), non-governmental organisations (such as patient organisations) and the pharmaceutical industry (Bayer, Genzyme, GSK, Novartis, Roche). Recommendations focus on the quality of genetic tests, the need for genetic screening of rare and serious diseases, ethnicity, the protection and confidentiality of genetic information and the economic and social consequences of genetic testing especially its impact on health care systems. All 25 recommendations are available in 19 languages of the enlarged European Union at: 

http://europa.eu.int/comm/research/conferences/2004/genetic/recommendations_en.htm. 

[Background paper IP/04/603]

Commission invites interested parties to submit comments on proposed UK Enterprise Capital Funds 

Brussels, 7 May 2004 – The United Kingdom proposes to establish a funding mechanism to improve capital funding for small and medium-sized enterprises (SMEs) throughout the UK the Enterprise Capital Funds scheme. SMEs seeking to raise initial equity funding of between £ 250,000 (EUR 357,000) and £ 2 million (EUR 2.9 million) will approach licensed Enterprise Capital Funds (ECFs) to be set up under the scheme. Before assessing the scheme under the applicable State aid rules, the Commission wishes to collect information from other interested parties, notably from potential providers of risk capital to SMEs in the United Kingdom. It is only with the help of such observations that the Commission can decide whether such aid is necessary and does not adversely affect trading conditions to an extent contrary to the common interest. 

[Background paper IP/04/615]

Eurostat

March 2004 Euro-zone unemployment stable at 8.8% EU25 steady at 9.0% 

Luxembourg, 4 May 2004 – Euro-zone seasonally-adjusted unemployment stood at 8.8% in March 2004, Eurostat reports today. It was also 8.8% in March 2003. The EU25 unemployment rate was 9.0% in March 2004, unchanged compared to February. It was also 9.0% in March 2003. Following the enlargement of the EU on 1 May 2004, Eurostat publishes for the first time today unemployment series for the EU25. 

In March 2004, lowest rates were registered in Luxembourg (4.1%), Ireland and Austria (both 4.5%), Cyprus (4.7%), the Netherlands (4.7% in February), and the United Kingdom (4.7% in January). The unemployment rates were highest in Poland (19.0%), Slovakia (16.5%), Lithuania (11.5%) and Spain (11.1%). 

Twelve Member States recorded an increase in their unemployment rate over a year, ten a decrease and three remained the same. The Netherlands (3.4% in February 2003 to 4.7% in February 2004), Sweden (5.3% to 6.4%) and Luxembourg (3.4% to 4.1%) recorded the most important relative increases, while the largest relative decreases were observed in Lithuania (13.3% to 11.5%), Estonia (10.2% to 9.3%) and the United Kingdom (5.0% in January 2003 to 4.7% in January 2004). 

In March 2004 compared to March 2003, the unemployment rate for males in the euro-zone grew from 7.7% to 7.8%, and the female unemployment grew from 10.1% to 10.2%. In the EU25 the unemployment rate for males fell from 8.3% to 8.2%. Over the same period the female rate fell from 10.0% to 9.9%. 

In March 2004, the unemployment rate for under-25s was 17.0% in the euro-zone and 18.0% in the EU25. In March 2003 it was 16.8% and 18.2% respectively. The lowest rates for under-25s were observed in Austria (7.3%), Ireland (8.2%) and the Netherlands (8.8% in February 2004), and the highest in Poland (39.7%), Slovakia (29.5%), Italy (27.1% in January 2004) and Greece (27.1% in December 2003). 

Eurostat estimates that, in March 2004, 12.4 million men and women were unemployed in the euro-zone and 19.1 million in the EU25. These are seasonally-adjusted figures in line with ILO criteria. 

In March 2004, the US unemployment rate was 5.7% and the Japanese rate was 4.7%. 

[Background paper STAT/04/58]

Eurobarometer

Eurobarometer : latest polls show likely low turnout in European Parliament elections 

The latest Eurobarometer opinion polls show that fewer than half of voters in the 25 European Union Member States are likely to vote in next month's European Parliament elections. The first results from the polls, conducted in February and March in both the old and new Member States, show a large degree of pessimism about economic developments in the coming year. However, support for the main EU policies has generally held up since the autumn 2003 poll. Results from the new Member States show a decline in the number of people who believe EU membership will bring them and their country benefits. However, those who believe EU membership is a "good thing" still significantly outnumber those who do not. The Eurobarometer 61 Spring Survey was carried out in the 15 old Member States between 20 February and 28 March, questioning 16,216 people about their attitudes to their own situation and a number of EU issues. The EB 2004.1 poll in the 10 new Member States and three candidate countries questioned 12,124 people between 20 February and 17 March. The highlights of both polls are published today, with full results to follow in July. For Eurobarometer surveys see http://europa.eu.int/comm/public_opinion/
Enlargement

How will enlargement impact on European competitiveness?

The new Member States are generally lagging behind the EU-15 in terms of the Lisbon objectives. However, their reform experience, strong growth rates and well-educated population may breathe new life into the process. At the Lisbon Summit in 2000, the governments of the EU-15 set themselves the aim of turning the Union into the most competitive global economy within ten years. This commitment included targets on several levels, such as increasing investment in research and development, bringing unemployment down and creating a genuine knowledge society in the EU. The Lisbon strategy is first and foremost directed at competition with the US, which continues to stay well ahead of most EU countries in key areas such as GDP growth, productivity and income levels. For more information on Growth and productivity, Employment, Knowledge society, and Research investment indicators of the new Member States see www.euractiv.com. 
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